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heretofore, but two committees also, one on for- 
eign and the other on internal commerce. He was 
aware that this, being an alteration of a rule, could 
not be done without one day’s notice, if any gen- 
tleman objected; but by general consent it could 
be done at once. 

Mr. RHETT inquired whether, if objection 
were made, it must not lie over one day. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. RHETT objected, then. If gentlemen de- 
sired this additional committee, let the other com- 
mittees be organized, and then let this proposition 
come before the House in its proper course, when 
it could be gravely considered. 

Mr. BOYD said he understood there was a doc- 
ument on the Speaker’s desk from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, which he desired to have dis- 

osed of, as it would be necessary that it should 
e printed. 

The SPEAKER remarked that he had before 
him several communications, which would come 
up in their order. 

Mr. BOYD hoped general consent would be ob- | 
tained for the disposal of these communications | 


now. 

Mr. VINTON urged his proposition to d. e 
the duties of the Committee on Commerce at this 
time, to avoid a subsequent disbanding of that 
committee hereafter, or the appointment of two 
committees in addition to the Committee oi Com- | 
merce. | 

Mr. HOLMES understood that his colleague 
{Mr. Ruert]} had objected, to avoid embarrassing | 


of. 

Mr. SCHENCK hoped, then, that the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Hentey] would so amend 
his resolution as to provide for the appointment of 
these two committees. 

Mr. HENLEY said it was evident the discus- | 
sion of that subject would consume some time, and 
therefore he could not consent. 

Mr. RHETT said, when he objected to the re- 
solutions or amendments of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] it was not to avoid a discus- 
sion of the proposition, but to secure its mature 
consideration when it could be done thoroughly. 
The resolution of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Hentey] was the ordinary one providing for the | 


| appointment of the usual standing committees, and 


with the rules which the House had adopted there 
could be no difficulty in so organizing the House. | 
But the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio | 


| was open to weighty objections, and hence he 


deemed it inexpedient at this stage of their busi- 
ness to entertain a proposition which would neces- | 
sarily involve discussion. He did not wish his 


| colleague [Mr. Hotmes] to understand that he fa- | 


| Federalism in the time of Alexander Hamilton. 
| What was the object of the gentleman from Ohio? 


the Speaker in his appointment of standing com- || 


mittees. He did not understand his colleague’as 
objecting to the resolution of the gentleman from 
Ohio, but to the form and manner of its introduc- 
tion at thistime. If he did not state his colleague’s | 
views right, he hoped he should be corrected. 

Mr. RHETT had said not a word as to the 
merits of the proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio. 

Mr. HOLMES kad so understood his colleague, | 
and it was on that he was about to base his propo- 
sition. If the gentleman from South Carolina 
concurred in the proposition, was this not the time | 
at which the House should determine on its adop- | 
tion, because in the appointment of committees the | 
Speaker should be able to select the qualifications 
and talent requisite foreach? Now, if the com- 
mittee on foreign commerce was to be a distinct | 
committee, and they were to have another on in- 
ternal commerce, let the Speaker know this, so 
that he may determine the character of each, and | 
avail himself of the best talent the House furnish- 
ed for that purpose. He concurred with the gen- 
tleman from Ohio in the opinion of the necessity 
for such a division of the labors of this committee. 
When he had the honor to preside over the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, its time was occupied day 
after day with internal affairs, which prevented a | 
proper investigation of important and complicated 
external matters. Two-thirds of its time was 
taken up with the consideration of such subjects 
as bounties on codfish, while the vastly more im- 
portant subjects were greatly neglected. He trust- 
ed the House would now go into the consideration 
of the resolution of his friend from Ohio, and de- 
termine on having a committee whose attention 
should be directed to our increasif® commerce, 
which the present position of China opens to us, 
which Oregon and Galifornia are likely to afford, 
which Polynesia, the German States, and other 
portions of the earth may furnish to us. This 
might now justify the appointment of a distinct 
committee, to consist of gentlemen whose views 
shall be enlarged beyond fishing bounties, and em- 
brace the commerce between us and all the nations 
of the earth. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested to the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. Cottamer] that there were 
two ways by which his amendment could be | 
brought before the House. One was by general | 
consent, which it was not probable he would ob- 
tain. The other was by a suspension of the rules, 
which he (Mr. S.) would now move. 

The SPEAKER decided that motion to be out | 
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| tleman deny it? 
| tee to reach a point on which parties had long dif- 
| fered—it was to extend the power of this Govern- 
| ment over internal improvements. 


| and he asked the gentleman from South Carolina 


} 








vored the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio. 
No; a proposition for a Home Department, such as 
was there contemplated, would be forever opposed 
by him. It was buta renewal of a proposition of 


His primary object he deemed utterly unconstitu- 
tional. It was to bring within the control of this 


House the subject of internal improvements— it || 
‘was to get at power to improve rivers and make 


canals. Was not that his object? Would the gen- 


It was by means of this commit- | 


There might | 
be another object. By internal commerce between | 


the States it might be intended to increase the 1 
power of this Government over and to regulate || 


other things to which any man with such views of | 
the Constitution as he entertained would be for- 
ever opposed. 

Mr. HOLMES interposed to remind his col- 
league that this was a proposition to divide the 
duties of a committee between two committees, 


to show him by what process of logic he could ar- 
rive at the conclusion that a division of power was 
an increase of power. The maxim had been Di- 
vide et impera. 

Mr. RHETT continued. It had been urged 
that the Committee on Commerce could not dis- 
charge the duty intrusted to it. Many internal 
questions had been mentioned; there was foreign | 
commerce as well as internal trade; and to this time 
they had gone on with no complaint that the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was unable to do its duty. 
When that committee should come to this House | 
and say it was unable to discharge the duty de- 
volving on it, it would be time enough to appoint 
another committee. Would not the adoption of | 
this amendment divide and tend to accumulate | 
those duties? If acommittee were appointed on 
foreign commerce gentlemen would be put upon it | 
whose attention would be turned to the promotion | 
of foreign commerce, and if a committee were cre- | 
ated on internal commerce, gentlemen would serve 
upon it with congenial views and feelings. Now, | 


could any man doubt—he put it to the candor of 
gentlemen on this floor -if they created these twd 
committees that it would greatly extend the opera- | 
tions of both? Would the gentleman from Ohio | 
have moved for the appointment of a committee on | 
internal commerce for nothing ?—if it could aceom- | 
lish no object whatever? [t would accomplish | 
an object. The gentleman from Ohio saw it would. 
It would tend to consolidate the power of this Gov- 
ernment over the States. It would tend to estab- 
lish a Home Department, which many of them be- 


|| lievedswould be unconstitutional. He wasop 


to this proposition now, and he should be opposed 
to it ever. 


Mr, McCLELLAND said, if he had understood 


. . . . It 
of order until all pending questions were disposed 


|| present time. 


the gentleman fronr Ohio correctly, he had been 
misunderstood by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina. He understood the object of the gentleman 
from Ohio to be to collect statistics and general 
information in relation to internal commerce, and 
not to give the proposed committee charge of inter- 
nal improvements merely so far as they were recog- 
nised by this Government, and as they had been 
embraced in the powers of the Committee on Com- 
merce as it had been heretofore constituted. If 
the power contemplated by the gentleman from 
South Carolina were to be given to this committee 
by this resolution, as a new power, he believed 
the gentleman from Ohio had misapprehended the 
object of his own motion. Why, the House had 
a committee Whose express duty it was to act upon 
internal improvement projects—he alluded to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. What was the 
duty of that committee but to introduce bills ma- 
king appropriations for the construction of roads 
and canals ? 

But he disagreed in part with the gentleman 
from Ohio. He believed the committee as already 
constituted, possessed all the power it could have 
with the division which he contemplated. And 
he agreed with the gentleman from South Caro- 
| lina, that the Committee on Commerce had always 
| discharged its duty to the satisfaction of the House. 
| This, however, might be a proper occasion to bring 

to the notice of the House the fact, that during the 
last session, the Committee on Commerce dischar- 
ged duties that did not properly and appropriately 
belong to it, and from which it should be relieved. 
Claims for fishing bounties ought to have gone to 


| the Committee of Claims, and other subjects re- 


| ferred to it should likewise have had other direc- 
tions. But still that committee was able to dis- 
charge al! the business given to it, to the satisfaction 
of the members and the benefit of the country. 
During the last Congress the Committee on 
| Commerce, for the two last months of the long, 
and one month of the short session, had nothing 
| to do, having disposed of all the business before 
| it; and if that committee were now constituted as 
it should be, it will be able to do all the duties the 
House may impose upon it. The appointment of 
two committees—the one on foreign and the other 
on internal commerce—will lead to invidious dis- 
| tinctions. The gentlemen to constitute the com- 
mittee on foreign commerce must necessarily be 
taken from the Atlantic cities; and hence jealousies 
might be engendered which would tend to defeat 
the objects and purposes for which it was designed; 
whereas the single Committee on Commerce could 
be constituted by the selection of gentlemen for all 
sections of the Union. 

Mr. VINTON, with the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Miehigan, (Mr. McCuextanp,} said 
his purpose was not to create a committee to whom 
pore was to be given over internal improvements, 

ut who should be charged with the consideration 
of ** commerce among the several States,” to use 
the language of the Constitution—that is, the home 
trade of the country, as distinguished from foreign 
commerce, or commercé with foreign nations. 

Mr. McCLELLAND resumed. That was the 
question he was going to speak to. From the 
slight knowledge he had of the commerce of this 
country, he found it difficult to distinguish, on the 
lakes, the St. Lawrence, and the Mississippi, and 
the Hudson and other rivers, and the Atlantic coast, 
between foreign and internal commerce, and the 
difficulty became greater every day. He was not 
prepared now to say that he would not go with 
the gentleman from Ohio for such a division of 
the duties of this committee ; but he suggested the 
| propriety of not persisting in his motion at the 
ereafter there would be ample 
| time for the consideration of the subject without 
| obstructing the appointment of the standing com- 
| mittees as heretofore organized, and embarrassing 
' 

' 


the Speaker. 
| Mr. SCHENCK suggested, for the purpose of 
accomplishing the object of the mover, that, if the 
pending motion were not agreed to, he would af- 
terwards move to suspend the rules, with the in- 
| tention of offering the following : 
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Ordered, Thay the standing committees of this House be || 


now appointed, except the Committee on Commerce, and 
that two other committees shall be appointed, to be called 
one the Committee on Foreign Commerce, and the other 
the Committee on Commerce amongst the States. 


One word to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Ruerr.] He did not intend to engage ina 
discussion of the constitutionality of internal im- 
yrovements, which the gentleman from South Caro- 
fina apprehended would be involved in the ques- 
tion before the House; but he desired to say that 
he thought there was no occasion for doubt, nor 
any difficulty to apprehend. He would call the 
attention of the genldeman from South Carolina 
{Mr. Ruerr] to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Vixtron] on the constitutional provision 
on which he based his proposition, That prevision 
gave Congress power * to regulate commerce with 
foreizn nations and among the several States.” All 
these powers had been committed to a single com- 
mittee,and the gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Ruerr] had said thata division of power could 
micrease a power, ‘The gentleman was alarmed 
at something; he was alarmed not only at the di- 
vision of power, but at the division of action in 
carrying outof power. Now if they looked at this 
clause they would see that there was something 
more than he had mentioned; for the clause gave 
other powers by these words, “ and with the In- 
dian tribes.”’ 

We had already divided the action on this pro- 
vision by adding to the Committee on Commerce 
a Committee on Indian Affairs; and if there was 
to be difficulty by division now, there must have 
been difficulty then. This proposition was only 
for a further subdivision, which became necessary 
in consequence of the increased business of the 
country—creating three instead of two committees; 
a Committee on Foreign Commerce, a Committee 


on Commerce among the States, and a Committee | 


on Indian Affairs—three several committees, to 
each of which its appropriate division of labor 
would be assigned. 


The subdivision of committees which appeared 


to give the gentleman from South Carolina so much 
concern, Was not novel in this Government. It 
had been going on from its institution. There 
was formerly but one Committee on Commerce 
and Manufactures. That continued till 1819, when 
a division was made. ‘Then again there were the 
Public Lands and Private Lands, which were once 
under the purview of one committee, but with which 
now two committees are charged. He also found 
in the same section of the Constitution a clause 
which gave to Congress power ** to make rules for 
the government and regulation of the land and 
naval forces;’’ and why should not that be com- 
mitted to one committee? Because convenience 
suggested the necessity of a division, and now all 
military matters were referred to a Committee on 
Military Affairs, and subjects relating to the navy 
to the Coimmittee on Naval Affairs. The Com- 
mittee on the Militia, too, was a subdivision from 
the Committee on Military Affairs. All these sub- 
divisions were made for convenience sake, and for 
distinct action on particular subjects. It was use- 
less, however, to go into further illustrations, If 
the resolution of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Hrntey} was adopted, the Speaker would ap- 
yoint the usual committees. But if the proposition 
he had to make could be entertained, the Speaker 
would have all his committees before him, ana he 
would be abl: to discriminate in the selection of 
gentlemen to serve on each. All the argument of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruetr) 
in opposition to this further subdivision was based 
on a probable abuse of power; but there could be 
an abuse of power by the Committee on Commerce 
as wellas by a subdivision of that committee; that 
r 


im as being very forcible. He reiterated, in con- 


clusion, his intention to submit a motion to sus- | 


pend the rules as soon as these motions were dis- 
posed of, 


Mr. VINTON said, it was important that this | 


resolution should be adopted to-day, which he was 
apprehensive would be consumed with the discus- 
sion of his amendment, and defeat the object of the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Henvey.} He pre- 
posed, therefore, to withdraw his motion, giving 
notice that on Monday next he would again bring 
forward his proposition to divide the 
on Commerce into two commitiees. 

He here begged leave to say one word in relation 


eee argument, therefore, did not strikes 





to the intimations of the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr, Ruert] that he (Mr. V.) had in 
view a plan to pave the way for some law to regu- 
late the slave trade between the States. 

Mr. RHETT had not said that the gentleman 


' had such an intention, but that such a committee 


might be induced to do so. 

Mr. VINTON had only to say that he had no | 
reference whatever to that subject. He had never, 
on this floor, made any proposition which he in- | 
tended to have any bearing on that subject in any 
way. 

The resolution of the gentleman from Indiana | 
[Mr. Henvey] was then adopted. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 


communications, to wit: 


_ accomplish by it?) He would impute. no sinister 


| progress through the House during the last ses- 


| which the institution was established as may be deemed 


_and therefore there could be no reason. to justify | 


A letter from the Printers of the Housegexplain- | 
ing why printed copies of the President’s Message 
were not ready to be furnished to members on the 
day of its delivery to Congress by the President. 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting, 
in obedience to the 20th section of the act approved 
August 22, 1846, and the act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 


ment for the year 1836, the annual statements of || 


the contingent expenses of the Department of State | 


and of foreign missions for the year ending June |) 


30, 1847; which letter and statement were referred 
to the Committee on the Expenditures of the De- 
partment of State. 

A letter from the Treasurer of the United States, | 
transmitting, in pursuance of law, copies of the 
Treasurer’s accounts with the United States for 
the third and fourth quarters of 1846, and the first 
and second quarters of 1847, as adjusted by the 
accounting officers of the department. Laid on | 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, || 


transmitting, in pursuance of law, an account of | 


the receipts and expenditures of the Government || 


for the year ending the 30th of June last; which | 


letter and accompanying documents were laid on || 


the table, and 10,000 extra copies were ordered to 


be printed. i 
letter from the Second Auditor of the Treas- || 


ury Department, transmitting copies of such ac- | 
counts as have been rendered by persons charged | 
with the disbursement or application of moneys, | 
&c., for the benefit of the ee from the Ist of | 
October, 1845, to the 30th of September, 1846, 
inclusive; together with a statement containing a 


moneys, or effects, have been delivered within the | 


same time. Laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. WHITE, in compliance with the notice he 


gave yesterday, introduced the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the rules of this House be amended by 
adding one to the committees, to consist of nine members, 
which shall be entitled a Committee on the Smithsonian 
Institution. It shall he the duty of the said committee to 
supervise the proceedings of the Board of Regents, examine | 
accounts and the condition of the funds of the Institution, | 
suggest such alterations or amendments of the law under 


necessary, and report to the House from time to time, as the 
interest of the Institution may require. 


Mr. HILLIARD said he supposed that the 
resolution would as a matter of course lie over. | 
The SPEAKER said that the resolution was | 
now before the House. 
Mr. HILLIARD deemed this resolution entire- | 


ly unnecessary. The Regents of the Smithsonian || 


Institution were selected, three from the Senate and | 
three from this House. What possible necessity, | 
then, could there be to justify the appointment of | 
a committee to inspect the affairs of that institu- | 
tion? Besides, other departments of this Govern- | 
ment were required to act in concert with. them, | 
the bringing of the affairs of that institution into | 
this arena of debate, that its progress might be | 
embarrassed, its harmony of action impaired, and 
the objects which it had undertaken be defeated. | 
He asked the gentleman what good he proposed to 


motive to a gentleman of his enlarged and enlight- | 
ened views, but still it must be borne in mind that 
the bill itself encountered great difficulties in. its 





| 


sion. Much hostility was manifested to it, and | 


| 
| 
| 


list of the names of all persons to whom goods, || 


1 Mr. BRE 


| sioner of the General Land 





‘Dee. 13, 


therefore he again asked, what good could be antic). 
pated from the appointment of such a committee: 

Mr. H. believed they ought not to change a 
present relations of Congress to that institutioy 
A committee appointed by this House would p,, 
share in the daily deliberations of the Board o¢ 
Regevts, and, without participating in them, j, 
would be difficult to comprehend all its desions 
'The Board of Regents had endeavored in goo) 
| faith to carry out the law passed by Congress. 
and, having done so, he said, let them go on; ay 
if their affairs should hereafter call for the appoin:. 
ment of a select committee, appoint one whey 
required, but do not now provide the means unne. 


| cessarily of constantly bringing on this floor, where 


they were so much oppressed with debate,: the 
| affairs of the Smithsonian Institution. 
Mr. WHITE disclaimed all hostility to tha 
| institution, and declared his ardent desire to eo. 
operate with the Regents. The bequest was 
| noble one, and it should be carried out in the same 
spirit. The committee which he proposed to cre. 
| ate, on which he did not desire to be placed, wou|d 
| merely supervise the appropriations and review its 
affairs, and his could not, therefore, be considered 
a hostile motion. It was a new institution, under 
the care and guardianship of Congress, and such 
a committee might be necessary to report what 
was useful and Yequisite to carry out the design 
| of the testator, which was to increase the diffusion 
of knowledge among men. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL suggested, to save 
time, that the resolution should be referred to the 
| select committee on rules, who could take it into 
consideration and report thereon to the House. 
Mr. WHITE had no objection to that course, 
He modified his resolution accordingly, and it was 
_ referred to the select committee designated. 


On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 


Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the 
members of this House, during the present session, such 
papers as they may respectively direct; the expense thereof 
not to exceed the rate of thirty dollars per annum to each 
member, from the commencement of the session. 


Mr. FRIES moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed 
by the Chair, whose duty it shall be to inquire whether the 
| health of the members of this House does not require the 

removal of the gas apparatus by which it is now lighted; 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


| Pending the said resolution, the House ad- 
| journed. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 13, 1847. 


The Hon. Joun Bett, of the State of Tennessee; 
| the Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, of the State of Mis- 
souri; and the Hon. Daviw L. Yutes, of the State 
of Florida, appeared in the Senate to-day. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. TURNEY presented the credentials of the 
| Hon. Joun Be t, elected a Senator of the United 
| States from the State of Tennessee, for the term 
| of six years from and after the 4th day of March, 
| 1847; which were read. 

Mr. Be x1, having taken the oath of office, which 
| was administered to him at the hands of the Vicr 
| PResIDENT, took his seat. 


REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS, 


| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
| on the state of finances. 

| Mr. AT&LERTON moved that 5,000 copies of 
| this report be printed, 200 of which should be for 
, the use of the Treasury Department. This was 
| the number 


rinted last session. 
E, regarding this as a document 
_ of very geet importance, moved that 20,000 copies 
rinted. 
he question was then taken on the highest 
number, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 23, 
noes 17. 


|.. The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 


Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
| Treasury, transmitiing the re 


' 
| 


r: of the Commis- 
flice, exhibiting the 
| operationsin that branch of the public service during 


|| the fiscal year ending June 30, 1847; which was 


read, and ordered to be printed. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
| Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
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Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with the 22d 
eection of the act of January 28, 1847, a statement 
showing the amount of treasury notes issued under 
its provisions, the amount of such notes redeemed, 
and the manner in which redeemed—none having 
been purchased or reissued under said act; which 
was read, and ordered to be printed. | 
[It appears from this communication that the 

amount of treasury notes issued under the 

authority of the act of 28th of January, 1847, 
. «+ ¢+-$17,573,400 
Redeemed by the issue of half percent. 

stock in lieu of notes surrendered.. 3,854,200 
Received in payment of duties...... 79,700 
Outstanding at date of report........ 13,629,500] 


The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 15th of January last, a report of 
the colonel of the corps of topographical engineers, 
communicating ‘information upon the several sub- 
jects designated therein, as connected with the 
‘commerce of the western lakes and rivers; which 


WAS. cee tree er ee ee eres eens 


was read, and ordered to be printed, together with | 


500 extra copies for the use of the Topographi- 
cal Bureau. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE STATE OF MAINE. 


the Legislature of Maine, in favor of a railroad from 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific coast, upon the plan 


of Asa Whitney, Esq., of New York; and request- || 
ing the Senators and Representatives from that | 


State in Congress, by their votes and acts, to pro- 
mote said object; which were ordered to be print- 
ed. 

INCREASE IN COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- || 


tion; which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 


Committee on Military Affairs consist of seven members. 


Mr. MANGUM, after stating that a similar in- | 


crease of members was desirable in the Naval 
Committee, submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Committee on Naval Affairs consist of seven members. 


THE RIVER SABINE. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commetce be instructed | 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation | 


to remove the obstructions to the navigation of the river Sa- 
bine, and that the resolution of the Legislature of Louisiana, 


the report, and papers on file in relation thereto, be referred || 


to the said committee. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
Mr. SEVIER offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Senate do now proceed to ballot for | 


officers of this body. 


The resolution having been agreed to, the Senate || 


proceeded to the election of a Secretary. 

On counting the ballots, it appeared that 48 votes 
had been given; of which Mr. Asbury Dickins re- 
ceived 46; Mr. B. B. French 1; and one blank. 

Mr. Dickins was declared duly elected. 


The Senate proceeded to the election of a Ser- || 


geant-at-Arms and a Doorkeeper. 


On counting the ballots, it appeard that 49 votes | 

Robert Beale receiv- | 
ed 37; Mr. Nuttall 6; Mr. Cranston Laurie 1; Mr. || 
C. S. Whitney 2; Mr. J. B. Macy 1; and two | 


had been given, of which Mr. 


blanks. 

Mr. Beale was declared duly elected. 

The Senate proceeded to the election of an Assist- 
ant Doorkeeper. 

On counting the ballots, it appeared that 50 votes 
had been given; of which Mr. Isaac Holland re- 
ceived 49, and there was one blank. 

Mr. Holland was declared duly elected. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


The following message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives was received by Mr. Campsext, their 


Clerk: 


‘“‘Mr. Present: The House of Representatives || 
has passed a joint resolution for the appointment | 
ofa joint committee of three members ofeach House, 
to direct and superintend the expenditure of. all | 
moneys appropriated for the purchase of books for 
the library of Congress, and all such other matters |! 
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pertaining to the said library not otherwise pro- 
vided for by law, in which I am directed to request 
the concurrence of the Senat. 

“Mr. Jonn Quincy Apams, Mr. Preston, and 


Mr. Mvrpny, have been appointed the said com- | 


mittee on the part of the House. 

“The House of Representatives hasalso passed a 
joint resolution that two Chaplains to Congress, of 
differen® denominations, be elected, one by each 
House, to officiate during the present session, and 
that they shail interchange weekly; in which lam 
directed to request the concurrence of the Senate.’’ 

ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 
ed to consider the resolution from the House of 
Representatives for the election of two Chaplains of 


different denominations, one by each House, to | 


officiate during the present session, who shall inter- 
change weekly. 


The question being upon agreeing to said reso- | 


lution, it was concurred in. 


Mr. ATCHISON moved to proceed to the elec- 


tion of Chaplain. 


Mr. WESTCOTT asked of the Chair whether | 


it would be proper to proceed to the election until 


|| the concurrence of the Senate in the joint resolution 
|| had been communicated to the House. He had | 


. | no objection to proceed to the ballot now, if, in the | 
Mr. BRADBURY presented the resolutions of | 


opinion of the Chair, there was no impropriety in it. 
The CHAIR did not see any impropriety in an 
immediate election. 
The motion of Mr. Arcuison was then agreed 
to; and the Senate proceeded to ballot for Chaplain. 
| On counting the ballots, it appeared that 46 votes 


|| had been given; of which the Rev. Henry Slicer 

| received 31; Rev. Mr. Gurley 7; Rev. David Smith 

i| 7; Rev. Mr. Matthews 1. 

The Rev. Mr. Slicer was declared duly elected || . 

| George Ashmun, John Pettit, Nathan K. Hall, 
John H. Lumpkin, James Dixon, Richard French, 

| John L. Taylor, and Richard K. Meade. 


| Chaplain on the part of the Senate. 


| STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Resolved, That during the present session of Congress, the || 


Mr. SEVIER moved to proceed to the election 


| of the standing committees; which was agreed to. 
Mr. MANGUM observed that the chairmen of 


the committees having been informally agreed 


|, upon, it would be useless to go through with the 


| tedious process of balloting for them. He there- 


|| fore moved that so much of the 34th rule as requires || 
Resolved, That during the present session of Congress, the || 


their appointment by ballot be dispensed with; 


|| which was agreed to. 


, On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the following 
| chairmen of the several standing committees were 
appointed: 


On Foreign Relations......+..Mr. Sevier. 
On Finance... .cceccces »+..-Mr. Atherton. 
On Commerce. «ooo oevececees Mr. Dix. 

On Agriculture. ...+.+0+++..Mr, Sturgeon. 
On Military Affairs.....+....Mr. Cass. 

On Naval Affairs. ....+......Mr. Fairfield. 
On Militia.. eoeeersceeeeess Mr. Rusk. 
On Public Lands. ......+++++.Mr. Breese. 

| On Private Land Claims......Mr. Yulee. 

| On Indian Affairs.......+....Mr. Atchison. 
On Claims. ......2e0eeeeeee.Mr. Mason. 


On Revolutionary Claims. .....Mr. Bright. 


/ On the Judiciary. «+00 ..e0e Mr. Ashley. 


On the Post Office and Post Roads .Mr. Niles. 
On Roads and Canals........Mr. Hannegan. 


| 

On the District of Columbia. ..Mr. Cameron. 
| On Patentsand the Patent Office.Mr. Westcott. 
| On Retrenchment.........++-Mr. Turney. 

| On Terrilories.........+++...Mr. Douglas. 
| On Public Buildings..........Mr. Hunter. 
To Audit and Control Contin- ) », . 

gent Expenses of Senate.. § Mr. Felch. 

| On Printing...............-Mr. Bradbury. 
| On Engrossed Bills..........Mr. Downs. 

| On the Library (joint).........Mr. Pearce. 

| Om Enrolled Bills............Mr. Rusk. 


be | 


the several standing committees be postponed until to-mor- || 


| 
| be finally agreed on before to-morrow, it was" 


| row, at twelve o’clock. 


| The Senate then adjourned. 


} 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, December 13, 1847. 


approved. 








On Pensions. ......++++...++Mr. Johnson, La. 


$e 





| Rules, the appointment of which was ordered on 
Thursday last by resolution, were, upon the read- 
ing of the Journal of this morning, announced, as 
follows : 


Committee of Elections.—Messrs. Richard W. 


|| Thompson, Joseph Mullin, Lucien B. Chase, 
Nathaniel Boyden, Timothy Jenkins, John Van 
Dyke, and J. Dixon Roman. 


Of Ways and Means.—Messrs. Samuel F. Vin- 


ton, Robert Toombs, James J. McKay, Charles 
Hudson, George S. Houston, Charles S. More- 
head, James Pollock, Samuel G. Hubbard, and 


Henry Nicoll. 
Of Claims.—Messrs. John A. Rockwell, John 


Crowell, John R. J. Daniel, William Nelson, Da- 


vid Wilmot, George G. Dunn, Thomas W. Li- 


gon, Thomas 8. Flournoy, and James H. Thomas. 


On Commerce.—Messrs. Washington Hunt, 


Joseph Grinnell, Richard F. Simpson, Moses 


Hampton, Bannon G. Thibodeaux, John Went- 
worth, Dudley 8. Gregory, Archibald Atkinson, 


and Kingsley S. Bingham. 


On Public Lands.—Messrs. Jacob Collamer, 


| Alexander H. Stephens, John A. McCiernand, 
| Garnett Duncan, Richard Brodhead, Harvey Put- 


nam, John Jamieson, Alexander Evans, and Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb. 
On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. 


| William L. Goggin, Joseph M. Root, Charles 


Brown, Daniel B. St. John, John 8, Phelps, Elisha 


|| Embree, George W. Jones, Abraham Lincoln, 
/ and David S. Kaufman. ‘ 


For the District of Columbia.—Messrs. John G. 


|| Chapman, Frederick A. Tallmadge, James Mc- 
| Dowell, Washington Barrow, Orlando B. Ficklin, 
|| William Henry, Alexander D. Sims, Thomas O. 


Edwards, and Benjamin B. Thurston. 
On the Judiciary.—Messrs. Joseph R. Ingersoll, 


On Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Daniel P. 
King, Chester Butler, Franklin W. Bowdon, 


| Robert L. Rose, Alfred Iverson, David Outlaw, 
|| Jonathan D. Morris, William A. Newell, and 
| Ephraim K. Smart. 


On Public Expenditures.—Messrs, Thomas L. 


| Clingman, John Strohm, Henry Bedinger, Arte- 
|| mas Hale, Willard P. Hall, John W. Jones, Emile 
'| La Sere, Franklin Clark, and Harmon 8S. Conger. 


On Private Land Claims.—Messrs John Gayle, 


|| Jasper E. Brady, James B. Bowlin, William W. 
|| Wick, David Rumsey, jun., John H. Harmanson, 
| Patrick W. Tompkins, Richard 8. Canby, and 
|, Andrew Johnson. 


On Manufactures.—Messrs. Andrew Stewart, 


| Amos Abbott, Joseph A. Woodward, John W. 


Houston, Joseph E. Edsall, Eliakim Sherrill, Wil- 
liam G. Brown, John W. Crisfield, and James 
H. Johnson. 

On Agriculture.—Messrs. Hugh White, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, William Sawyer, John G. Pal- 
frey, Sampson W. Harris, William Rockhill, 
Hiram chee. William Thompson, and John 
I. Slingerland. 

On Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Meredith P. Gentry, 


| Daniel M. Barringer, Jacob Thompson, Abraham 
| R. Mellvaine, Charles W. Cathcart, Joshua R. 


Giddings, Lucius B. Peck, Aylett Buckner, and 
Robert W. Johnson. 

On Military Affairs.—Messrs. John M. Botts, 
Armistead Burt, James Wilson, Hugh A. Haral- 
son, John Dickey, Linn Boyd, Dudley Marvin, 
| William T. Haskeli, and David Fisher. 

On the Militia.—Messrs. John B. Thompson, 








On motion by Mr. MANGUM, who suggested 
that the construction of the committees would not 





The Journal of Thursday last was read and 


The Standing Committees, provided for by the 


| James A. Black, John Blanchard, Robert M. 
| McLane, John M. Holley, Charles H. Peaslee, 
| Richard L. T. Beale, Winfield S. Featherston, and 


Rudolphus Dickinson. 


On Naval Affairs.—Metsrs. Thomas Butler 
King, Isaac E. Holmes, Robert C. Schenck, Hugh 


|| White, Thomas H. Bayly, Lewis C. Levin, 
|| Frederick P. Stanton, E. Carrington Cabell, and 
Resolved, That the election of the remaining members of || Amos Tuck. ; 


On Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Truman Smith, 
Herry W. Hilliard, Charles J. Ingersoll, George 
P. Marsh, R. Barnwell Rhett, John S. Pendleton, 
William Duer, Robert McClelland, and Daniel 
| Dancan. 

_. On the Territories.—Messrs. Caleb B. Smith, 
| Robert B. Cranston, Howell Cobb, Julius Rock- 


! well, James Thompson, Daniel Gott, Isaac E. 
|| Morse, Nathan Evans, and Timothy Pillsbury. 
: iam 


On Revolutiongry Pensions.—Messrs. W 
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John Freedley, Thomas 8S. Bocock, Richard 
S. Donnell, David Hammons, William Strong, 
and Sidney Lawrence. 

On Invalid Pensions. Messrs. Henry Nes, An- 
drew S. Fulton, Georgd Fries, William T. Law- 
rence, Abraham W. Venable, Robert A. ‘Thomp- 
George N. Ecleert, James 5S. Wiley, and 
George Petrie. 

On Roads and. Canals.—Messrs. Robert C. 
Schenck, Elias B. Holmes, Robert Smith, Alex- 
ander Irvin, Asa W. H. Clapp, Cornelius War- 
ren, Samuel O. Peyton, William A. Newell, and 
Job Marin. 

On Patents. —Messrs. Jolin W. Farreiley, Wil- 
liam B. Maelay, Thomas J. Henley, John WwW. 
Jones, and John K, Miller. 

On Public Buildines and Grounds.—Messrs. John 
W. Houston, William B. Preston, James J. Fa- 
ran, Robert M. MeLane, and Gideon Reynolds. 

On Revisal of Unfinished Business.—Messrs. John 
W. Hornbeck, Krederick W. Lord, Artemas 
Hale, Thomas J. ‘Turner, and Hugh L. W. Hill. 

On lecounts.—Messrs. Linn Boyd, Dudley 8. 
ory, George A, Starkweather, William Ken- 
non, jr., and Wilham Henry. 

On Mileage. —Messrs. Hiram Belcher, Thomas 
Richey, Cornelius Warren, William A. Richard- 
son, and James 8S. Green. 

On Engraving.—Messrs. Lewis C. Levin, Hen- 
ry ©. Murphy, and Green Adams. 

On the * Library of Congress on the part of the 
House.—Mesars. John @. Adams, William B. 
Preston, and Henry C. Murphy. 


SOT, 


Cire: 


The following committees appoint d at the first 
session stand through the Congress, viz : 

Committee on Expenditures in the State Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Daniel M. Barringer, John H. 
Crozier, Samuel Lahm, James Dixon, and Wil- 
liam Collins. 

On Expenditures in the Treasury Department.— 
Messrs. Joseph M. Root, Richard 8. Donnell, 
Ausburn Birdsall, Aylett Buckner, and Winfield 
S. Featherston. 

On Expenditures in the War Department.—Messrs. 
John H. Crozier, Richard W. Tompson, Wil- 
liam Kennon, jr., David S. Jackson, and Abraham 
Lincoln. * 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department.— 
Messrs. Patrick W. Tompkins, Nathaniel Boy- 
den, William B. Maclay, Beverly L. Clark, and 
Amos Tuck. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Department.— 
Messrs. James Wilson, Orlando Kellogg, Charles 
E. Stuart, Shepherd Lefller, and John B. Thomp- 
son. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buildings.—Messrs. 
E. Carrington Cabell, James G. Hampton, Wil- 
liam Sawyer, Elias B. Holmes, and William : 
Richardson, 

On Enrolled Bills.—Messrs. James G. Hampton 
and John L. Robinson. 

The following members compose the select com- 
mittee appointed on Monday last to revise the 
Rules of the House: 

Messrs. Charles J. Ingersoll, Truman Smith, 
Howell Cobb, Caleb B. Smith, Daniel M. Barrin- 


ger, Robert McClelland, John G. Chapman, Mere- | 


dith P. Gentry, and Timothy Jenkins. 
OBITUARY. 


A message was received from the Senate an- 
nouncing the decease of the Hon. Jasez W. 
Hvunxtrincton; when— 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, 


rose and said— 


Mr. Speaker: The melancholy duty has been 
assigned me to propose the usual tribute of respect 
to the memory of my deceased friend and colleague 
in the Senate, the Hon. Janez W. Huntineron, 
whose death has just been announced. He died at 
his residence, at Norwich, on the 2d of November 
last, after an illness of a few days, at the age of 
fifty-nine. * 

i know not, sir, in what terms to discharge this 
duty, nor vpen which most to dwell, the value of 
his public services or upon the purity and integrity 
of hrs pritate character. * 

He was long in pubtie life. After having filled 
important offices in his own State, in the year 1829 
he was chosen a member of this House, and so 
continued until May, 1834, when he was elected a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Conneeticut, which 

‘ptiice he resigned when elected, in 1840, to the Sen- 
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M. Cocke, Peter H. Silvester, John D. Cummins, 


now resigned to render an account of his steward- 
ship to the Almighty*Ruler of the Universe. 

How faithfully he discharged the duties of these | 
offices, of his incredible labors, his inextinguish- | 
able ardor, his admirable intellect, his earnest and | 
fervid argament, there are many before me who | 
will bear testimony. 

He was, by profession, a lawyer; an@ from a 
long personal Knowledge, | can bear testimony that 
he was a most thorough, learned, and accurate 
lawyer, belonging to the very highest rank in his 
profession in his own State, and with an accumu- 
lation of legal knowledge rarely equalled. ‘The 
reported decisions of our State bear witness to his 
ability as a Judge of the highest court of the State. 

While in Congress no man worked harder or 
more faithfully in the discharge of his public du- 
ties, and few had acquired as ample and valuable 
a store of political knowledge. He was also emi- 
nently practical, and knew well how to apply to 
the best advantage his profound and various learn- 
ing. So devoted was he in the discharge of his 
trust, so unceasingly was he employed, that his 
health fell a sacrifice to his earnest zeal in the pub- 
lic service, 

lam aware, Mr. Speaker, that the description 
which | have given is of a ripe and accomplished 
statesman, and such was the deceased. He was 
more, sir. He was aman of pure character, of 
unyielding, unsuspected honesty; a consistent, de- 
cided Clirisuan in his profession and practice. 

The Senate and country, and his own State 
especially, will feel the loss of a public man of such 
rare endowments. ‘That State has thus been call- 
ed upon again, and for the third ume within com- 
paratively a short period, to mourn the loss of a 
Senator in Congress. 

| invade ot the sanctity of private sorrow; I 


would not open afresh the wounds of the family || 


of my deceased friend, nor mock their grief by 
the ordinary topics of consolation, ‘Their thoughts 
dwell not now on hjs high station, his great tal- | 
ents, or important public services. ‘They think 
of his private virtues, of his Christian lite; and 
their consolation is, that, at the hour of death, in 
the full possession of his reason up to the latest 
moment, he calmly, humbly, but most confidently, 
committed his immortal interests to the Saviour | 
whem he trusted. 

May I not hope, sir, that these repeated signals 
of eur mortality may check somewhat the turbu- 
lence of angry passions, and lead us all to the 
adoption of such a course in the discussion and 
decision of the important questions before us as | 
will stand the test of that tribunal before which | 
some of our number will probably appear during 
the session upon which we have entered. 


Mr. Rockweut concluded by offering the fol- 
lowing resolutions; which were read, and unani- 
mously agreed to: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensibil- 
ity the announcement of the death of the Hon. Janez W. | 
HUNTINGTON, a Senator in Congress from the State of Con- | 
necticut } 

Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House in relation | 
to the death of the Hon. Jabez W. Huntington be commu- 
nicated to the tamily of the deceased by the Clerk. 


Resplved, ‘That this House, asa furtber mark of respect || 


for his memory, do now adjourn. 
The House accordingly adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL: The petition of Robert 
Roberts, praying for an appropriation, either from the funds 


of 1831, for an indemnity for losses sustained by the capture 
of the ship Experiment in 1805. 

Also, the petition of Jedediah Morse, a revolutionary sol- 
dier, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of E. Goodrich Smith, for compensation 
for services. 

Also, the petition of Lemue] Cushman, administrator of | 
the widow of a revolutionary soldier. 


Also, the petition of Esther Fish, the widow of a revolu- i 


Wil- |) 
liam Culver be taken from the files of the House of the last 


tionary soldier, for a pension. 
Also, that the petition and accompanying papers of 


session, and referred to the Committee of Claime. | 
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ate of the United States, and that high office he has |) 














State of Connecticut, with the accompanying Papers, be 1 
ken from the files of the House at the last session, and - 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, si 
Also, that the petition of Franeis Allyer, with the accom. 
panying papers, be taken from the files of the House and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. ’ 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 14, 1847. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
areport of the Register of the Treasury, made 
agreeably to law, accompanied by statements of 
the commerce and navigation of the United States. 

Mr. DIX moved to lay the report on the table 
and to print it. 

He then proceeded to remark, that this was the 
annual report of the department on the commerce 
and navigation of the country. It had been the 
custom to print an extra number of this document; 
he would therefore move that an extra number of 
2,500 be printed, 250 of which should be for the 
use of the Treasury Department, and 250 for the 
use of the Register of the Treasury. 

Mr. NILES inquired if this was about the usual 
number printed, or if it was larger than usual? 

Mr. DIX said, he thought it was larger. 

Mr. NILES resumed. He was not much in the 
habit of moving here the printing of extra copies 
of adocument. But as, in his opinion, thts re- 

ort exceeded in importance all the other reports 
laid before the Senate, a little extra expenditure, 
for the purpose of laying it before the public, was 
necessary. It was an exposition of facts, not.of 
theories, or of favorite views of any officer of the 
Government, or anybody else. It showed what 
our own citizens had done, what had been accom- 
plished by the enterprise of the country. It ex- 
hibited the vast extent of our commerce and navi- 
gation. And on account of its importance, he 
would move to print 5,000 additional copies. 

Mr. DIX concurred in what had been said by 


_ the honorable Senator as to the importance of this 
|| report. 
cheerfully second it. 


He approved of the motion, and would 


Mr. WESTCOTT asked the Senator from New 
York, if the number assigned for the use of the 


| Treasury Department would be sufficient. He did 


not know the fact, but he had been told thata great- 
er number would be required to enable the depart- 
ment to distribute copies to other countries in re- 
turn for similar favors received from them. He 
had understood this to be the case. 

Mr. DIX replied, that he found that, at the last 


| session, 1,750 extra copies had been printed, 250 
| of which were for the use of the Treasury De- 


partment, leaving 1,500 for general distribution. 
On the next day, on his motion, 250 additional 
copies were ordered for the use of the Treasury; 


and on the subsequent day, 250 additional for the 


Register. Thus, it appears that 500 were assigned 
to the Treasury Department. He would move to 


‘| increase the number for the use of the depart- 


ment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, asked the Sen- 
ator what use the Register made of them? 

Mr. DIX replied, that the report was made by 


|| the Register, and was recorded there; and it was 


thought proper, perhaps, that there should bea 
number of copies there for inspection. 

Mr. DAVIS would take occasion to say, that he 
concurred in what had fallen from the Senator from 


| Connecticut as to the importance of this document. 
He did not know, however, that the usual number 
was not sufficient. 


It was, as he described it, 8 
statement of facts, interesting, in an extraordinary 
degree, to every one. It disclosed facts cunnected 


with our foreign commerce. In his (Mr. D.’s) 
opinion, this exposition should be carried still fur- 
| ther. 


required under the treaty with Spain of 1819 or witt#France | coasting trade, and to be enabled to estimate its 


We ought to know something more of our 


Before the close of the session, he hoped 
Congress would take some trouble to gain infor- 
mation on this interesting point. He had no ob- 
jection to the motion, but he hoped the Senator 
would not be too diffusive. 

Mr. DIX explained, that the motion for the extra 
number for the use of the department was made 
last session by the Senator from Pennsylvania 0? 
his right, [Mr. Cameron,]} on whose motion 3,000 
were ordered. He would now move that 5, 


value. 


Also, that the petition of the heirs of Lieutenant Daniel |! extra copies be — and 500 for the use of the 
t 


Starr, with the accompanying papers, be taken from the files 
oi the House at the last session, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


|| department, wi 


out reference to the Register. 
The amendment was adopted, and the motion, 


Also, that the yetition of Mrs. Clark, of Colchester, in the |! as amended, was then agreed to. 
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1847. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 
memorial of Mary L. Keen, widow and adminis- | 
tratrix of Elisha L. Keen, deceased, praying the 
repayment of money advanced by her late hus- 
pand for the use of the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. J. also presented, the memorial of Ann B. 
Cox, widow and executrix of Nathaniel Cox, de- 
ceased, late navy agent at New Orleans, praying 
the payment of a balance standing to the credit of 
her late husband on the books of the treasury; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BREESE presented the memorial of Ade- 
jaide Snyder and Harriet Personeau, heirs of Jean 
F. Perry, deceased, praying the confirmation of 
their claims to certain Jands in Illinois; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. DIX submitted additional documents rela- 
ting to the claim of Hugh W. Dobbin; which, with 
his petition on the files of the Senate, were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. D. presented the petition of Sarah Crandall, | 
widow of James Coon, a soldier in the last war | 
with Great Britain, praying a pension; which was | 
referred to the Commitee on Pensions. | 

Mr. D. presented the petition of James Womsby, 
a soldier of the revolutionary war, praying a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- | 
sions. 
Mr. D. submitted additional documents relating | 
to the memorial of Frances O. Dorr and Andrew | 
C. Dorr; which, with the petition and papers on | 
the table, were referred to the Committee on Pen- | 
sions. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of | 
William Nation and Rachel Davis, heirs of Chris- | 

topher Nation, deceased, a soldier in the last war | 
with Great Britain, praying to be allowed bounty | 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of | 
Eveline Porter, widow of Commodore David Por- 
ter, deceased, praying to be allowed a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. | 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Lemuel B. | 
Nicholls, praying compensation for services in as- | 
sisting in the emigration of the Creek Indians in 
1827 and 1828, and for a horse lost while on that 
duty; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Thomas 
P. McBlair, a purser in the navy, praying that 
certain payments made by him to officers holding 
acting appointments in the navy may be allowed |. 
in the settlement of his accounts; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted additional docu- 
ments relating to the claim of John Bruce; which, 
with his petition on the files of the Senate, were || 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY. 


Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following res- | 
olutions for consideration; which were read, and 
ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, Thai true policy requires the Government of the 
United States to strengthen its political and commercial re- 
lations upon this continent by the annexation of such con- 
liguous territory as may eenduce to that end, and can be | 
justly obtained ; and that neither in such acquisition nor in 
the territorial organization thereof can any conditions be 
constitutionally imposed, or institutions be provided for or 
established, inconsistent with the right of the people thereof 
to form a free, sovereign State, with the powers and privi- 
leges of the original members of the Confederacy. 

Resolved, That, in organizing a Territorial Government for || 
territory belonging to the United States, the principles of 
self-government upon which our federative system rests || 
will be best promoted, the true spirit and meaning of the 
Constitution be observed, and the Confederacy strengthen- 
ed, by leaving all questions concerning the domestic policy 
therein to the Legislatures chosen by the people thereof. 


THE RIVER SABINE. | 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following | 
| 

| 








resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Jounson, 
of Louisiana; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
ton to remove the obstructions to the navigation of the 
river Sabine; and that the resolution of the egislature of } 


Louisiana, the re and Ts On file in relation th 
be referred to oni come om ool > foe 


Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution || 
for consideration: 


THE CONC 


the bureaus of the Navy Department, and the Assistant Post- 
masters General, be entitied to seats on the floor of the Sen- 
ate. 

The consideration of the resolution*being asked 
for at this time, objection was made, and it was 
laid over one day under the rule. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Committee of 
Claims were authorized to employ a clerk. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the Senate now pro- 
ceed to the election of the standing committees. Ac- 
cording to the arrangement of the last session, three 
members on each committee had been selected on 
his side of the Senate. The list had then been 
handed to the Senators on the other side, and they 
had filled it up. The Naval and Military Com- 
mittees, which had been increased by order of the 
Senate, would stand five to two. He moved that 
the list be read, and voted on without losing time 
in balloting. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Secretary 
read the following list, which was concurred in. 

The following is a list of the committees in full, 
as they now stand: 

On Foreign Relaiions.—Mr. Sevier, chairman; 
Messrs. Benton, Webster, Hannegan, Mangum. 

On Pinance.—Mr. Atherton, chairman; Messrs. 
Dickinson, Clayton, Hunter, Phelps.’ 


On Commerce.—Mr. Dix, chairman; Messrs. | 
Breese, Johnson of Maryland, Cameron, Davis | 


of Massachusetts. . 

On Manufactures.~-Mr. Dickinson, chairman ; 
Messrs. Ashley, Upham, Butler, Clarke. 

On Agriculture.—-Mr. Sturgeon, chairman ; 
Messrs. ‘Turney, Spruance, Atherton, Corwin. 

On Military Iffairs—Mr. Cass, chairman ; 
Messrs. Benton, Crittenden, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dix, Badger, Rusk. 


On the Militia. —Mr. Rusk, chairman; Messrs. || 


Atchison, Greene, Fairfield, Underwood. 

On Naval Affairs.—Mr. Fairfield, chairman ; 
Messrs, Yulee, Miller, Bright, Johnson of Mary- 
land, Cameron, Badger. 

On Public Lands.—Mr. Breese, chairman; Messrs. 
Ashley, Corwin, Felch, Underwood. 

On Private Land Claims.—Mr. Yulee, chairman; 
Messrs. Foote, Johnson of Louisiana, Downs, 
Berrien. 

On Indian .Affairs.—Mr. Atchison, chairman; 
Messrs. Sevier, Phelps, Downs, Bell. 


On Claims.—Mr. Mason, chairman; Messrs. | 


| Westcott, Underwood, Bradbury, Baldwin. 


On Revolutionary Claims.—Mr. Bright, chair- 
man; Messrs. Bradbury, Upham, Rusk, Johnson 


| of Louisiana. 
On the Judiciary—Mr. Ashley, chairman; | 


Messrs. Butler, Berrien, Westcott, Dayton. 
On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Mr. Niles, 


chairman; Messrs. Sturgeon, Peagce, Rusk, Cor- | 
win. 


On Roads and Canals.—Mr. Hannegan, chair- 


man; Messrs. Foote, Clarke, Sturgeon, Spruance. 
Grrr 


On Pensions. —Mr. Johnson of Louisiana, chair- 
man; Messrs. Felch, Phelps, Davis, of Mississippi, 
Baldwin. 

On the District of Columbia.—Mr Cameron, 
chairman; Messrs. Hunter, Miller, Foote, Greene. 

On Patents and the Patent Office. —Mr. Westcott, 


chairman; Messrs. Turney, Davis of Massachu- 
_ setts, Dickinson, Dayton. 


On Retrenchment.—Mr. Turney, 
Messrs. Douglas, Mangum, Niles, Clark. 
On Territories.—Mr. Douglas, chairman; Messrs. 


| Bright, Clayton, Butler, Davis of Massachusetts, 
On Public Buildings.—Mr. Hunter, chairman; | 
| Messrs. Yulee, Spruance. 
To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of | 
the Senate.—Mr. Felch, chairman, Messrs. Niles, | 


Pearce. 


On Printing.—Mr. Bradbury, chairman; Messrs. 
Cameron, Greene. 


On Engrossed Bills—Mr. Downs, chairman; | 


Messrs. Mason, Baldwin. 


chairman ; | 
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ate was composed, he had taken no part in the 


eaucus by which these nominations were made. 
For these reasons he threw himself on the indul- 
gence of the Senate, and hoped to be excused. 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved that the Senator from 
New Hampshire be excused. 

Mr. BADGER desired to say one word on the 
subject, He could not conceive any sufficient rea- 
son why the Senator from New Hampshire should 
be excused from taking his share of the duties 
which were imposed on all the members of this 
body. He is certainly fully capable of taking a 
part, and a distinguished part, in the labors of the 
committees. His talents and qualifications emi- 
nently fitted him for the task. The Senator had 
alluded to his political position. That could not 
be in any degree affected by his position on the 
committees, as the duties of those on which he had 
been placed were of a nature involving no political 
matters. As the Senator was fully capable of 
taking his share of the duties, he ought not to be 
permitted to evade a burden common to all. 

Mr. WESTCOTT suggested that the Senator 
from North Carolina had lost sight of the ground 
of a personal nature which the Senator from New 
Hampshire had urged as a reason for being ex- 
cused. 

Mr. BADGER replied, that he also could assign 

ersonal inconvenience as a reason why he should 
be excused. He was as unwilling to be confined 
to the duties of the committees ag any one; but 
when he came here, he did not expect to be ex- 
empted from labor. From the gentleman’s ap- 
vearance, he had sufficient physical ability, and 
es mental capacity was well known. 

The question was then taken on excusing the 
Senator, and was carried in the affirmative—ayes 
17, noes 16. 

JOSEPH WILSON. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. BREESE asked and 


obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 


| Joseph Wilson; which was read the first and 


second times by unanimous consent, and referred 


| to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. BREESE asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to reduce and grad- 
uate the price of public lands; which was read the 
first and second times by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


SURETIES OF SWARTWOUT. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. DIX asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to authorize the Sec- 


|| retary of the Treasury to make an arrrangement 


or compromise «with Mangle M. Quackenboss 
and his coébligors, or any of them, for claims on 
bonds given by them as sureties to the United 
States; which was read the first and second times 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS, ETC. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. DIX asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill concerning certain 
collection districts, and for other purposes; which 
was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. DIX asked and ob- 
tained Jeave to bring in a bill to establish a branch 
of the mint of the United States in the city of New 
York; which was read the first and second times 


by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 


On the Library.—Mr. Pearce, chairman; Messrs. | 


Davis of Mississippi, Mason. 


On Enrolled Bills—Mr, Rusk, chairman; Mr. | 


Upham. 


Mr. HALE asked to be excused from serving 


on the committees on which he had been named. | 
He hoped he would be indulged, for two reasons—_ 
one was personal to himself, and the other because, | 
| although the journals of the country had identified _ 


Resolved, That the Auditors of the Treasury, the chiefs of |! him with one of the two parties of which the Sen- |: 


mittee on Finance. 
REGULATION OF SEAMEN. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. DICKINSON asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to amend the 
act entitled **An act for the regulation of seamen 
on board the public and private vessels of the Uni- 
ted States,’ passed the 3d of March, 1813; which 
was read the first and second times, by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Under this somewhat far- 
fetched title we have the act under which foreign- 
ers become citizens of the United States. The 
twelfth, section of that act, however, enables them 
to become citizens only after declaring their inten- 
tions, without being at any time during five years 
out of the territory of the United States. It has 
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been decided, and undoubtedly the decision is cor- 
rect, that involuntarily seuing foot on a foreign 
shore prevents the person trom receiving the 
benefit of the act. The object of this bill 1s to 
strike out the words ‘* without being at any 
time,”’ &c.; so that, if the persons to whom the 
act applies remain bona fide residents of the Uni- 
ted States, although it nay happen that by acei- 
dent and involuntarily they set foot on foreign 
territory, they shall be entiled to all the benelits 
of the law. 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ask its early 
consideration, in the hope that the benefits which 
it is proposed to extend to the many persons who 


I move the reference of the bill to | 


have declared or may declare their intentions to | 


become entitled to the privileges of citizenship, may 
be extended as speedily as possible. 

By unanimous consent of the Senate, the bill 
then had a first and second reading, and was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


FLORIDA TREATY. 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. WESTCOTT asked 


and obtained leave to bring in a bill further to carry | 


into eflect the provisions and stipulations of the 
9th article of the Florida treaty with respect to 
certain losses of Spanish subjects in West Flori- 
da; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, together with the papers on 
file relating thereto. 


DAVID SHAW, ET AL. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. BRADBURY asked | 


and obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution in | 


favor of David Shaw and Solomon T. Corser; 
which was read the first and second times, by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 


tee on the Post Offiee and Post Roads, together | 


with the papers on file. 
NOTICES OF BILLS, ETC. 

Mr. MILLER gave notice that on to-morrow, 
or at some early day, he wouldask leave of the Sen- 
ate to introduce a joint resolution authorizing the 
erection, on the public grounds in the city of Wash- 
ington, of a monument to George Washington. 

Mr. GREENE gave notice that on to-morrow, 
or some early day, he would ask leave of the Sen- 
ate to introduce a bill for the relief of Mary Mac- 
Rae. 

Mr. BREESE gave notice that on to-morrow, 


or at at some early day, he would ask leave of the | 
Senate to introduce a bill to compensate John M. | 


Moore. 

Mr. UPHAM gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
at some early day, he would ask leave of the Sen- 
ate to introduce a bill changing the places and fix- 
ing the times for holding the circuit and district 
courts in the district of Vermont. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice that on to- 
morrow, or at some early day, he would ask leave 
of the Senate to introduce a bill to allow further 
time for satisfying certain land warrants, &c. 

Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that on to-morrow, 
or at some early day, he would ask leave of the 


Senate to introduce a bill to divide the district of 


Illinois into two judicial districts, 
COMMERCE OF THE LAKES, ETC. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, it was ordered that two 
thousand additional copies of the report of the 
colonel of the Corps of ‘Topographical Engineers, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 15th January last, information 
upon the several subjects designated therein, as 
connected with the commerce of the western Jakes 
and rivers, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


Ordered, That said report be referred to the Committee | 


on Commerce. 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 
On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was ordered that 

the different portions of the President’s message 

be referred to the appropriate committees. 


PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 


Mr. CAMERON submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish each 
imnember of the present Senate, who has not already received 
them, the same number of copies of the Constitution and 
other books ordered to be furnished to the Senators by the 
resolutions of February 18, 1847, 


Mr. SEVIER moved a reconsideration of the 


ee 
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vote justtaken. He observed that there had been | 
a battle about these books every year for the last | 


seventeen or eighteen years; and he hoped that 
the Senator from Pennsylvania would permit the 
vote to be reconsidered, and not press the adop- 
tion of the resolution at this time. 


Mr. CAMERON. The Senator from Arkansas | 


has received, I believe, all these books, and I only 


ask that the new Senators may receive as many as | 


he has received. 


Mr. SEVIER had supposed that the Senator, | 


when he made a motion of this kind, would have 
some data to go upon, that we might be informed 
as to the cost. It would probably be voting seven 
or eight hundred dollars in addition to the pay of 
each Senator, if these books are to be furnished— 
and where is it to end ? 

There seemed to be a particular anxiety upon 
this subject. He had seen great battles on the 


subject, and so bitter was the conflict, that the | 


civil and diplomatic appropriation bill was nearly 
lost in consequence of it. He had seen the two 
Hiouses of Congress at daggers-points in regard to 
it. Now, where is all this toend? How much 
is it going to cost the Government? At the last 
session, we passed a resolution to put upon our 


tables some twelve or fourteen copies of the pro- | 


ceedings of this body; and to this a you 
are going to add the expense of furnis 
books. Here was a very important matter about 


to be pushed through without reflection, and with- | 
out anybody knowmg anything of the matter; it | 


was only by accident that he noticed the resolu- 
tion. Let us take time to think before we go on. 


But the Senator says I have received my por- || 


tion of the books. 1 have taken mine, it is true, 


but they are no manner of use to me; and now, || 
forsouth, because they have been heretofore dis- 
new Senator who | 


tributed to Senators, ever 
comes in here must be supplied. There will be no 
end toit. He would further say, that his friend 


| from Missouri [Mr. Benton] had stated at the last 


session, that these books are often drawn and sold 


to booksellers in this city, and again —— by | 


order of Congress for distribution. ‘There should 


be a stop put to this practice, especially at such a || 


time as this, when we are pressed for money to 


| can be found in the library and referred to at any | 


carry on a foreign war in which the country is en- 
gaged. I think it is time to put a stop to these 
expenditures; and I think that these books, which 


time, and which any Senator may take to his 
room and have the use of for the whole of the 
session—books which are merely valuable for oc- 
casional reference while engaged in our congres- 


sional duties—need not be again procured for dis- | 


tribution to Senators. 


ter, at least, till we know the amount of the ex- 
pense which will be necessarily incurred. 
the Senator will agree to its postponement for a 


few days, that the honorable Senator from Mis- | 
souri may be present when the vote is taken upon | 


it. 

Mr. CAMERON. I believe, sir, this debate is 
out of order, the resolution having been adopted. 

Mr. SEVIER. I have moved a reconsideration 
of the vote. 

Mr. CAMERON. I was perfectly willing that 
my friend, the Senator from Arkansas, should 


make his speech upon the subject; but [ would || 
be better satisfied, if there are objections to the || 
resolution on the part of the new Senators, ‘o hear | 


those objections stated by them. It appears to me 


rather extraordinary, that a Senator who has been | 


here so long, almost, that the memory of man run- 
neth not to the contrary, and who has always 
received his due proportion in the distribution of 
these books, should be so averse, as the Senator 


| from Arkansas says that the distinguished Senator 


is, to the extension of the same privileges to other 
Senators. The Senator from Missouri is certainly 
very high authority: 1 am always happy to see 
him here; but the business of this body, | appre- 
hend, should not be delayed by reason of his ab- 
sence, 

I only rose, however, to reply to the remarks 
made by the Senator from Arkansas, that mem- 
bers of this body had received these books and sold 
them to the booksellers in this city. I have un- 
limited confidence certainly in the Senator from 
Arkansas, and am ready to attach much weight 
to any statement made by him; but I do not be 


lieve that any man who ever had the honor of a 


ing these | 


I hope the vote will be || 
reconsidered, with the view of postponing the mat- | 


I trust | 


seat upon this floor would be guilty of so base an 
act as to receive these books and sell them, | 
would not make an assertion of that kind unless | 
were able to produce the names of those who were 
guilty of such uncreditable and ungentlemanly cons 
|| duct. 

Mr. SEVIER. I merely referred to what way 
stated by the Senator from Missouri, in his place 
in the Senate, at the last session, that such thi 

| had occurred. 

The Senator assured us that books had been 
drawn by members of Congress, whether of this 
House or the other he did not expressly state, and 
that those books had been disposed of in this city 
to booksellers, and the same books purchased 
again and placed upon our tables; and I will add 
that I have additional reason to believe that such 
| things have been done. I have reason to believe 
that the books thus drawn have been sold by 
members of Congress. And, sir, in regard to these 
books, all I have to say is, that I have voted against 
, their distribution from the time that I first became 
_a member of this body. 

They are of some little value certainly for refer. 
/ ence, and nothing more; and for this purpose mem- 
bers of Congress have every facility afforded them 
—they have access to the library where these 
books, are to be found, and they may take them to 
their rooms and keep them throughout the whole 
session; there is, therefore, no necessity for dis- 
tributing them. But Ido not propose further to 
debate a matter of this kind. I shall content my- 
| self with asking for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. NILES. It seems to me that the resolu- 
| tion is a very extraordinary one. Hitherto reso- 
lutions of this kind have fen confined to a cer- 
tain class of books which have been assumed to 
_ be necessary for Senators to possess. But it seems 
that this resolution embraces other books—books 
| for distribution. If I understand the reading of 
| the resolution, it is confined to those books which 
| were ordered to be distributed among Senators at 
the last session. Now, in regard to this subject, 
generally, I can say with the Senator from Arkan- 
| sas, that [ have always regarded the practice of 
distributing books among Senators as not very 
| ereditable to the Senate. I have always believed 
that providing ourselves with political libraries at 
the public expense was not a very honorable pro- 
ceeding. 

1 admit, as everybody must, that these publica- 
tions are of considerable value; yet I can say for 
myself, that, however valuable that source of in- 
formation may be, I have derived very little bene- 
| fit from it. I have received no books since I have 
_been a member of this body except what are 
called the State Papers, and these I have found of 
very little use to me. In regard to the books 
which were voted to Senators at the last session, 
consisting of thirty-odd volumes of the proceedings 
| of Congress, going back to a very early period, I 
have received them; but they will be of no use for 

the short time I shall remain here, inasmuch as 
| they were sent to me at my residence—though 
| they might have been of some little use, if they 
'| had been allowed to remain here. I have contin- 
ued to get along without any such aid in the dis- 
| 
j 
| 
| 


nga 


| charge of my duties here, and I have not per- 
| ceived that the light thus to be derived is very 
| essential to guide us in the discharge of those du- 
| ties. I have, therefore, not felt authorized to vote 
for any resolution for distributing books; nor can 
| I vote for this proposition. 
|| Mr.MANGUM. I hope that the vote will be 
| reconsidered. This is a subject which has at- 
|| tracted the attention of Congress for the last fifteen 
} years, My position in this body has imposed 
upon me almost the necessity of inquiring into 
| this subject, as early as the session of 1833-4. 
Very large and improvident contracts have been 
made, involving the means in the treasury to the 
‘amount of several hundred thousand dollars; and 
|| Congress felt constrained to lay violent hands on 
|| these contracts, and agree to compromises, per- 
| haps, exceeding the bounds of moderation. Not- 
| withstanding efforts made ten or fifteen years ag@, 
which, in this body, seemed entirely successful, 
|| to put an end to these expenditures, yet we are 
|| called upon, from time to time, to make appropri- 
| 








ations to meet them. My impression is, thal, 
‘| under any action 6f this body, it will be impos- 
| sible entirely to arrest what I as a discred- 
| itable and pernicious system. I hope that the 


vote will be recensidered, and that some agtion 
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wil My impression is, however, that it will be 
found impossible in one branch of Congress to 
arrest this dishonest practice, and prevent appro- 
priations in some form for these objects. At the 
very heel of the last session, a resolution was 
assed making an appropriation of these books 
almost unanimously, though it had not my con- 
currence. 1 am perfectly willing, however, that 
Senators should receive these books now for the | 
jast time, though I shall not vote for the resolu- 
tion. IL hope it will be reconsidered, and that it 
will go to the Joint Committee on the Library, or | 
some other committee, and that a bill will be re- | 
ported to put an end to this system of i Fv 
so unbecoming ina legislative body. have no | 
objections, sir, that, in some form or other, an ap- 
propriation should be made by which the new 
Senators shall be supplied with these books. I 
shall be content if this be done, though I cannot 
yote for it; but, this being done, I should, before 
other new claimants come, claiming to be 
upon the same footing with those to whom bodks | 
have been already distributed, put an end to the 
system. I would not press the immediate adop- | 
tion of what might be considered an invidious dis- | 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


tinction; but I do hope that, after the distribution 
shall be made to those who are now Senators, we 
shall put an end to this evil forever. 

Mr. FOOTE. I think it due to myself that I 
should not be misunderstood in regard to this 
question. I happen to be one of that class which 
is spoken of as new Senators, and the interesting | 
question seems to be, whether we should receive | 
these books, the titles ofawhich I scarcely know, | 
the value of which I cannot estimate, and in rela- | 
tion to which I am altogether uninformed. I am, 
therefore, entirely indifferent upon the subject; but, 
as I find that there is opposition existing to the 
proposition, I shall undoubtedly unite with that 
opposition. If there be any doubt as to the pro- 
priety of the measure, it should be voted down at 
once; it should not be tolerated for a moment. An 
evil practice should not be tolerated even for the 
shortest period. 

I will not undertake to say, new as I am to the 
station I hold, that it would be improper to dis- 
tribute these books according to the proposition; 
but [ do undertake to say, that if the act be im- 
a I should scorn to receive the benefit of it. 
f I doubt the power of the donor, I should scorn 
to be the donee; if I doubt the right of the dis- 
tributor, I should scorn to be the distributee. If 
books are distributed to me, I should certainly net 
receive them unless I felt conscientiously autho- 
rized todo so. I trust I shall never be found in- 
dulging in that sort of peddling of small wares; 
and | agree most fully with the Senator from Ar- | 
kansas, that if they to whom the books have been | 
heretofore distributed have disposed of them in the 
manner he states, such persons should be exposed 
and held up to oe infamy. | 

Mr. SEVIER. I perceive that the resolution 
refers to a previous one. I should like to know 
what books were embraced in that resolution. 

: tr: Secretary then read the resolutions, as fol- | 
Resolved, That the Secre 
the use of the Senate 2,000 ae ae cee ea 
the Constitution, with an analytical index, and compilation | 
of other public documents, recent! printed and placed in 
the hands of the members, provided the price shajl not ex- 
| 


} 





ceed the sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per copy. 

Resolved, That 10,000 additional copies of the ‘authousic 
copy of the Constitution, with an analytical index, &c., be 
procured for the use of the Senate, provided they will be 
anans ata reduction of 20 per cent. on the price above 
stated. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
furnish each member of the present Senate, who has not 
already received them, such books as were furnished to the 
members of the House of Representatives of the 26th and | 
“ith Congresses, including the 14th volume of Register of | 
Debates, the Congressional Globe and Appendix, published 
by Blair & Rives, and Elliott’s and Madison’s Debates, and | 
— & Brown’s edition of the United States Statutes at 

Mr. CALHOUN. I have been a good man | 
years in this body, and believe I have voted enone 
ily against all these propositions to distribute these | 
books, and yet I have felt a good deal of embar- | 
rassment upon the subject. When the books have | 
been offered to me, I have hesitated whether I | 
should take them, but knowing they must go to | 
somebody, I concluded its my Own mind I ought | 
‘o take them. I have always believed, that amon 
the smaller abuses of the Government expendi- 


tures this is the greatest; and I am willing to give 


TH 








be had that will lead to a diminution of the i 


laced || 


— es 


| up to any new member that may desire them, that 
| portion of the books which have fallen to my share. 

have never derived five dollars advantage from 
them since the first day they encumbered the 
shelves of my library. I was nota little surprised 
when I received a letter from one of the messen- 
gers of this body, informing me that there were 
two boxes of books for me, for I knew not a word 
about the resolution which passed at the last ses- 
sion. The books were, by my direction, sent to 
my rooms in this city. 1 found them packed in 


which I do not believe I shall open during this 
session. 
body whether this thing ought to go on forever; 
and if not, when can there be a more favorable 
time for putting a stop to it. Itis a very great 
abuse. These books have accumulated from year 
to year, and if the system be allowed to go on for 
| ten years longer, as it has done for the last ten, a 
| whole library will be voted to each new Senator. 
I shall vote for the reconsideration. 
The motion for the ayes and noes was then with- 
| drawn; and the question being put upon the recon- 
sideration of the vote, it was decided in the aflirm- 
ative. 
| Mr. MANGUM then moved that the resolution 
_ be referred to the Joint Committee on the Library. 
| Mr. CAMERON. I have no objection that it 
| should be referred to that committee. My object in 


to act courteously to the new Senators. I thought 
it better that the question should be determined at 


the early = of the session, than to defer it to the | 
r 


end; for I have heard complaints made regarding 
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two large boxes, which I have not opened, and | 


I appeal to the new members of this | 


** 


ad 


The question being put on the reference to the 
Committee on the Library, the motion was agreed 
to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turespay, December 14, 1847. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, Mr. Avaus- 
tive H. Sueprerp was (owing to indisposition) 
excused from serving as a member of the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture. 

Mr. BOYD rose and sid, in looking over the 
list of committees, he fou he was appointed on 
two, whose duties were im ortant and laborious, 
to wit, the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Committee on Accounts. He thought it would be 
impossible to perform the duties incident to both, 





| and he therefore asked the House to excuse him 


from service on the Committee on Accounts. 


The SPEAKER put the question, * Shall Mr. 


| Boypy be excused?” and it was decided in the af- 


firmative. 
So Mr. Boyp was excused. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. GIDDINGS rose and requested the atten- 


| tion of the House to an attack which had been 


: : ; || made on him through the public press. 
proposing the adoption of the resolution, was only | 


(The floor 


was claimed by other gentlemen.] He rose toa 


_ privileged question, on which he desired to make 


the introduction of resolutions of this description | 


cessarily hurried through without much examina- 


tion. 1am glad that my friend from North Caro- 


lina has made this motion; I shall willingly sup- | 


| port it. 

| Mr. MANGUM. I am sure that the Senator 
| will feel that not the slightest exception has been 
| taken by me to the early introduction of the sub- 
ject, for we all know that these things are some- 
| times pressed through at the heel of the session 
and pass unobserved. Last winter this resolution 


I recollect was passed by a thin Senate, after the 


and I will repeat, that as this practice has been so 
uniform, and has grown to be so inveterate, I 
really think some means ought to be taken to put 
anend to it. It cannot certainly be considered 
discourteous or unjust, if, after the distribution be 
made to those Senators who have taken their seats 
during this session, the door should be closed upon 
es appropriation of this character. 

r. HALE. ‘As one of the new members of 





this 

| Say, 
without any reference to what may be considered 
the personal claims of the new Senators to be fur- 
nished with these books. 
it is not true 
this once. I think the true way is, to begin to do 
right now. If the plea of ** just this once’’ be al- 
lowed to prevail, that plea will be just as good at 
the next session as now. The true course will be 
to begin to do right now, and let me hope that 
such a course will be taken as will forever put a 
= to the abuse which has so long existed. 


nators may recollect that at the 28th Con- | self and of what was necessary for his own vindi- 


gress an Be. eae was made out of the con- |) 
0 it will now be | 


tingent fun the House. I hope 


| 

| 

| . 

| at or near the end of a session, when they are ne- | 
| 

| 

| 


body, permit me for myself individually to | 
that I hope the matter will be disposed of 


It appears to me that | 
olicy to say that we will do wrong | 


lighting of candles, on the last day of the session; | 


a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER said: The Chair will take this 
occasion to state to the gentleman from Ohio and 
to the House, that, in his opinion, personal expla- 


| nations are not privileged questions; they are ap- 
| peals to the courtesy of the House, 
| questions stand on a different footing. ‘The gen- 


Privileged 


tleman from Ohio has the floor. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then requested the Clerk to 
read an article which appeared in the National 
Whig of Friday, December 10, 1847; which he 
sent to the Clerk’s desk: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“TO THE EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL WHIG. 


‘Party TrReEaCcnEeRY.—I am not at all surprised at the 
course pursued during the late election of Speaker of the 
House of Representatives by Messrs. Giddings, ‘Tuck, Pal- 
frey, et id genus omne. Their minds are so utterly obfus- 


cated by the madness of Abolitionism, that they can neither 


see nor feel what is due to themselves or the party to which 
they profess to belong, but of which they are the mere putrid 
excrescences. They must surely know that they possess 


| neither that political standing nor intellectual caliber that 
| would justify them in a opposing the will of one 


| hundred and six men of pro! 


| apt to indulge in. 


ounder intellect, higher repuia- 
tion, and more ardent patriotism. If they have an Abolition 
twist in their brains, their constituents should see the pro- 
priety of keeping ther at home, and of thus preventing them 
from inflicting'their folly on the House, or endangering the 
interests of their party by such ‘ fantastic tricks’ as they are 
These, it is true, would be quite harm- 
less, and only calculated to excite derision and contempt, 
if those who played them did not profess to belong to a party 
that must regard them and their follies with disgust. Asa 
Whig, I utterly repudiate such men as political nuisances,” 


Mr. GIDDINGS interposed, and remarked that 
he did not desire the Clerk to read the residue of 
the article, if its reading were not called for b 
others. [Several voices: “Read, read.’’] e 
saw no necessity for the reading of more than that 


| which concerned himself. 


effectually stopped, so that even indirectly it can- | 
not be continued; and, as one of the new Sen- | 
ators to whom reference has been made, I am, for | 


myself, perfectly willing to be made an example 


of in this instance—to have its first operation ap- | 


plied to myself. 
Mr. MANGUM. The Senator from New 
Hampshire entirely misconceives my meaning if 


he understands me to say I would favor the doing | 


wrong “this once.” I said distinctly I would vote 
against it, as I have are done heretofore; 
but I also said that I would be 


abl during this Congress. 

Me SEVIER. ‘This pobre has been the c 
since this system commenced, and I believe with 
the Senator from North Carolina, that it will pass 
in some form or other before we adjourn. 


content that the | 
distribution should take place to those who are | 
new Senators; and I said, also that [ apprehended | 
that in some form or other it would unquestion- |' 


L 
1} 


i 


Mr. GAYLE said the gentleman from Ohio 
might be the proper judge of what concerned him- 


cation, but he desired the House to hear what had 
been said of others. 

The Clerk accordingly read the residue of the 
article. 

Mr. GIDDINGS also desired the Clerk to read 
a few lines which appeared under the editorial 
head of the same paper. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

«“ We intend to prepare a full statement of the course of 
those Whigs who deserted their party on the occasion of the 
election of the officers of the House of Representatives, and 
to send two thousand copies of the National Whig in which 
it appears into each of the districts of those gentlemen, in 
order that their constituencies may be made acquainted with 
the facts in the case.’ 

Mr. GIDDINGS then said: This paper was put 
into my hands on Saturday last, and is the firet 
copy I have met with. . It was established in this 
city some six months since, with the avowed pur- 

of promoting the election of General Taylor 
to the Presidency. The proprietors are not made 
known to the public through its columns in the 
ordinary manner, but their name’ are kept out 
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of view. Common fame speaks of the establish- 


ment as a joint-stock concern, held principally 
by a political clique of this city, but in the support 
of which some members of this House are inter- 
ested. Of these facts, however, I can only speak 
from report. The editor does not avow himself, 
though it is said that he was formerly from New 
Orleans, and more recently an appointee under the 
Administration of Mr. Tyler; yet we have no very 
definite knowledge on this point; and it appears 
quite evident that the owners, the editor, and cor- 
respondents think it policy to keep hid from the 
public gaze. They appear to have formed a politi- 


cal cabal, with the Quixotic intention of guiding | 


the Whig party in the coming Presidential con- 
test. 

I now call attention to the articles read at the 
Clerk’s table. The first appears to have come 
from an anonymous correspondent; but it speaks 
familiarly of what passed in the Whig caucus, and 
is by many supposed to have emanated from a 
member of this body. If such be the fact, I hope 
he may be driven from his hiding-place, and com- 
pelled to stand forth to the public gaze. 

It is no part of my present object to speak in 
explanation of the votes which I gave at the elec- 
tion of Speaker and Clerk. In the course which I 
then pursued, | was guided solely by the dictates 
of my own judgment and conscience, and am re- 
sponsible only to my constituents and to my God. 
for the manner in which | discharged that duty, 


I shall at all times hold myself ready to give ex- | 


planation to those whose will I was commissioned 
to execute, or whenever I may deem it due to my 
own fame. Intimations have gone out that gen- 
tlemen on this floor were greatly dissatisfied with 
my vote. On that poimt I will only say, if such 
be the fact, let them stand forth and avow their 
dissatisfaction in a manner becoming American 
statesmen; and neither they nor the country shall 
wait long for an avowal of the principles on which 
I acted. I came here not only to act upon all mat- 
ters which shall come before us, but to be prepared 
to vindicate my official acts whenever such vindi- 
cation shall be rendered proper. But, sir, I know 
too well what is due to my own self-respect and 
to the constituency which | represent, to enter upon 
any explanation in reply to such attacks as those 
contained in the paper just read. I, however, will 
say to the House that these assaults are perfectly 
understood. 
and intimidate them from following the dictates of 
their own judgment in the discharge of official du- 
ties. 
will be attained. 

Certain letter-writers, also, whose communica- 


tions have appeared both in New York and Phila- | 


delphia, appear to have acted in concert with the 
writers in the National Whig, and seem desirous 
of being regarded as whippers-in of the Whig 
party. Although I will neither name them nor the 
papers in which they appear, I will give as a spe- 
cimen of their language a short extract from one of 
their letters, in which the writer, speaking of the 
votes of myself and my honorable friend from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Patrrey,} says: 


** IT forbear for the time from enlarging upon this topic as 
{ would desire ; but abundance of occasion will be present- 
ed, when [ shall do my duty fearlessly, and not hesitate to 
expose those who have attempted to use the Whig party as 
the stepping-stone to political ambition, and as the cover of 
schemes which no Whig should countenance or tolerate, 
come what may. I, for one, shall not shrink from this task 
as they will discover before the session is over,” 
_ Others hold similar language, and I rose more 
for the purpose of disabusing the Whig party of 
all participation in such sentiments than from any 
personal consideration. ln saying this, it may be 
proper that I should say that I have held my pres- 
ent seat in this body longer than any other Whig 
member. Lalso represent the strongest Whig dis- 
trict of the United States. In that district I have 
resided, man and boy, for nearly half a century. I 


grew up from achild with its advancing settlement, | 


and contributed in some humble degree to the for- 
mation of its political character. It has never been 
represented except by Whigs; nor has it ever 
wavered in its political faith. Andgl should poorly 
discharge the trust reposed in me, were I to permit 
that people to rest under the imputation of being 
politically associated with sentiments like those 
alluded to. Sir, L am sure that I utter the feelings 
of every Whig in this Hall and elsewhere, when 
I say that we, as a party, have never used such 
instrumentalities, or employed such agents. And 


Their object is to browbeat members | 


It remains to be seen how far their objects | 


bel 


and agreed to; and so the resolution was received. | 


| ascertained that great abuses had been perpetrated | 


| members, who had no use for them in the ordina- 


| this resolution to the Committee on Accounts. 


| itsel 


|, ample. 


| sion, 


rule of this, but of a preceding Congress. 
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| I trust in God the day is far distant when senti- || 
| ments like these shall be harbored or acknowl- 


edged by a party to which I have from its forma- 
tion been attached. 

Here the subject dropped. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE, ETC. 

Mr. J. C. INGERSOLL, from the select com- 
mitlee appointed to revise the rules and orders of 
the House, by general consent made a report; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed, and was made the special order of the day 
for Thursday next. 

Mr. HENLEY imnoved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to introduce a joint resolution. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
James Monroe, of the city of New York, praying 
to be admitted to a seat as a member of the House 
of Representatives for the Thirtieth Congress, in 
the place of David S. Jackson, the sitting member. 
Referred to the Committee of Elections. 

Also, a petition of Hannah Avery, late widow | 
of King Avery, deceased, of Cornwall, in the State |) 
of New York, praying to be restored to the pos- || 
session, use, and occupation of certain land occu- || 
pied by her father, Hugh McClannon, in his life- | 
time situated within the tract of land at West || 
Point, claimed by the United States. Referred to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEVIN moved to suspend the rules to en- 
able him to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster of the House supply the 
members with wrapping paper aud envelopes free of charge, || 
and that he be directed to ktep an account of the quantty || 


of paper and the number of envelopes given to each, sub- || 
ject to the inspection of any member, when desired. 


The question was put on suspending the rules, 1] 


rea 
Mr. HOWELL COBB thought the r-solution || 
should be sent to the Committee on Accounts for || 


examination. During the last Congress it was || 


in relation to envelopes and wrapping-paper, of | 
which many reams had been sent to the rooms of | 


j 


ry course of legislation. He hoped, therefore, | 
that this resoluuon would not now be adopted, but 
that it would be sent to the Committee on Ac- 
counts, that the facts of the case might be report- | 
ed upon to the House. He saw no reason why 
there should be a distinction drawn between en- 
velopes and wrapping-paper and the stationery 
which members required, and which was provided 
for them toa limited amount. At any rate, he 
hoped the House would allow a committee to ex- 
amine and report upon the subject, that they might 
vote understandingly. He moved the reference of || 


Mr. LEVIN had no objection to the reference, 
hong he was of opinion that his resolution would 

provide a_remedy. It proposed that a re- 
cord shouid be kept of the amount supplied to 
each, to which record every member could have 
access for examination, It seemed to him, there- 
fore, that the remedy it provided was full and 


Mr. ROOT said there was a manifest impro- 
priety in sending this subject to the Committee on || 
Accounts. What was done at the last session— || 
in the statement of which the gentleman from | 
Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] he had no doubt, was cor- 
rect—was not done under a rule of the House, but | 
ip accordance with a provision of a previous ses- | 





Mr. COBB said that was true. The rule limit- | 
ing the stationery of members to twenty-five dol- 
lars, was a rule of the 26th or 27th Congress, 
which, however, had been acquiesced in by the 
practice of this House ever since. It was not a 


Mr. ROOT said, hence the necessity of some | 
resolution. There was a pressing necessity for 
doing something in this matter, but he apprehend- 
ed this resolution would be found insufficient. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cops’s 
motion to refer; which the Speaker was of opin- 
ion was lost, 

A division was called for, and the motion was 
agreed to—77 in the affirmative, and 72 in the neg- 
ative, | 

ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. | 


} 
Mr. POLLOCK moved that the House do now | 
proceed to the election of Chaplain. Agreed to. ~ 





Se 





The SPEAKER announced that nominat 
would now be received. 

Mr. LEVIN nominated Rev. R. W. Cusum, 
Baptist. 

ir. ASHMUN nominated Rev. Orvitte Dew. 

Ey, Congregationalist. 

Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS nominated Rev. R.R. Grp. 
Ley, Presbyterian. 

Mr. McLANE nominated Rev. J. N. McJy,. 
TON, Protestant Episcopalian. 

Mr. STANTON nominated Rev. Levi R. Rexs, 
Methodist Protestant. ; 

Mr. PETTIT was excused from voting. 

Mr. SAWYER was also excused from voting, 

Mr. Levin, Mr. Asnmun, and Mr. McLaye, 
were appointed tellers. 

The SPEAKER then directed the Clerk to caj} 


ions 


AN, 


| the roll; which maeene been done— 


The tellers reported that the whole number of 


| votes given was 209; necessary to a choice 105; of 
| which— 


Rev. Mr. Gurley received ...+++.-+++0-.74 
TROY, es GARMIN, 6 nk 6.00n0 0000000000660 
PRE PR So rr nr ree. | 
Rev. Mr. Dewey... .eeecececcseeccecees 29 
GO SE MN diss neni tel mine hata os alt 
No candidate having received a majority of alj 
the votes given, there was no election. 
Mr. McLANE withdrew the name of the Rey, 


J. N McJilton. 


Mr. Po.xock was appointed a teller in the place 
of Mr. Levin. 

The roll was again called, and having been gone 
through— 

The tellers reported that the whole number of 


|| votes given was 207; necessary to a choice 104; of 


which— 

Rev. Mr. Gurley received ......0+.+++++.94 

Rev. Mr. Cushman... ..-+cscecececceses Bl 

Rev. Mr. Dewey..evecceccecceecccssee sol 

Rev. Mr. Reese. ..cccecccscccsecccsrcce 8 

Rev. Mr. McJilton....2ceccessccceceees | 

No candidate having received a majority of all 
the votes, there was no election. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, as he nominated the Rev. 
Mr. Dewey, he would withdraw his name, in order 
to enable the Honse to make choice of a Chaplain 
on the next ballot. 

Mr. LEVIN moved to suspend the rules in 


|| order to enable him to move a resolution appoint- 
|| ing a Chaplain. 


Disagreed to. 
Jr. STANTON withdrew the name of Mr. 
Reese. 


The roll was then called the third time, and the 


| tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
| given was 202; necessary to a choice 101; of which 


The Rev. Mr. Gurley received.,........102 
The Rev. Mr. Cushman......++.++++++-100 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For the Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy 


| Adams, Ashmun, Barrow, Belcher, Blanchard, Bocock, 


Botts, Bowdon, Brady, William G. Brown, Buckner, Butler, 
Cathcart, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Collins, 
Conger, Crisfield, Dickey, Dixon, Daniel Duncan, Dunn, 
Edwards, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Fiournoy, Freedley, Fulton, Gayle, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, 
Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, James G. Hamp- 
ton, Moses Hampton, Harris, Henry, Isaac E. Holmes, Elias 
B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hunt, Irvin, Iverson, Kellogg, William 
T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, McDowell, Marsh, Marvin, 
Morehead, Mullin, Murphy, Nelson, Newall, Peaslee, Peck, 
Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- 
well, Roman, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Sher- 
rill, Slingerland, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Tru- 
man Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, 
Strong, Sylvester, Tallmadge, Taylor, ‘Tompkins, James 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, ‘Tuck, Turner, Van 
Dyke, Warren, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wiley, Wil- 
mot, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For the Rev. Mr. Cushman—Messrs. Green aaa Bar- 
ringer, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, lack, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Burt, Canby, Chase, 
Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cranston, Crozier, Cummins, 
Daniel, Dickinson, Garnett Duncan, Eckert, Edeall, En- 
bree, Featherston, Ficklin, Fries, French, Gentry, Giddings, 
Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Haskell, 
Henley, Hill, Hilliard, George 8. Houston, John W. Hous- 
ton, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew John- 
son, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, 
Thomas Butler King, Danie! P. King, Lahm, La Sere, nf 

Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, 
Melivaine, McLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, 
Nes, Outlaw, Palfrey, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, erie: 
Rhett, Reynolds, Richardson, Richer. Robinson, Rockh . 
Simpson, Sims, Stanton, Starkweat *, Strohm, big 
deaux, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, e 
bert A. Thompson, William ompson, ‘'hurston, Toombs, 
Venable, Wick, and Woodward. 


The Rev. Mr. Guruey, having received a major- 
ity of all the votes given, was declared duly elect- 
Chaplain for the present session of Congress. 


vin 


















all 


of 


al} 


all 


V, 
ler 
in 


ney 
wk, 
ler, 
ins, 
inn, 
her, 
Ory 
mp- 
lias 
iam 
vin, 
eck, 
»ck- 
her- 
['ru- 
lart, 
mes 
Van 
Wil- 


Bar- 
ack, 
ase, 
obb, 
1ins, 
Em- 
ings, 
kell, 
ous- 
ohn- 
non, 
 Le- 
and, 
orse, 
Urry, 
chill, 
hibo- 
, Ro- 
mbs, 


jor- 
lect- 
is. 


i 
i 


GAS LIGHTS. 


The SPEAKER announced the business first 
in order to be the resolution introduced by Mr. 
Fries, several days since, to appoint aselect com- 
mittee to inquire if the health of the members | 
did not require the gas apparatus removed from | 
the House. 

Mr. FRIES rose and said, since he offered his 
resolution for the removal of the gas apparatus, he 
had ascertained that the effluvia which had been 
found so offensive had arisen from the opening of 
the drain. This explanation was due as an act of 
justice to the gentleman who had put up-the gas | 
apparatus, and, as the gas might be found to an- | 
swer avery valuable purpose, he asked permission || 
to withdraw his resolution. 

Leave was given, and the resolution was with- | 
drawn accordingly. | 

| 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing papers: 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the report from the Com- | 
missioner of the General Land Office, showing the | 
operations in that branch of the public service du- 
ring the last year. Referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. || 

A communication from the Secretary of the | 
‘Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with the 22d 
section of the act of July 28, 1846, a statement 
showing the amount of treasury notes issued un- 
der its provisions, the amount redeemed, and the 
manner in which redeemed. Laid on the table, || 
and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to the resolution 
of the House of Representatives of December 3, 
1791, a report of the receipts and expenditures of | 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1846. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Third Auditor of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a report upon the case of Tho- | 
mas H. Noble, in obedience to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 1st of March last. 
Referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A letter from the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, transmitting a report of the expendi- 
ture of the contingent fund, from the Ist day of 
December, 1846, to the Ist day of December, 1847; 
the amounts paid for stationery furnished the post || 
office of the House of Representatives and the | 
Clerk for the use of the Clerk’s office during the | 
same period; and the balance of money on hand on || 
the 7th day of December, 1847. | 

A letter from the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, transmitting his report of the purchase 
of stationery necessary for the use of the House of 
Representatives during the present session. Laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


- HEIRS OF JOHN PAUL JONES. 


A bill from the Senate for the relief of the heirs 
of John Paul Jones was taken up, and read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. POLLOCK hoped that this bill would be al- 
lowed to pass through allits stages. The history of 
it was, that, at the last session, it passed by a large 
majority of this House, and by the Senate almost 
unanimously, with a trifling amendment, in which 
this House concurred. It was regularly engrossed 
and enrolied; but, on being carried to the Presi- 
dent’s room, it was accidentally dropped, and in 
that way failed to receive his signature and to be- 
come a law. Immediately on meeting for the pres- | 
ent session, the Senate again took up this bill and | 
passed it almost unanimously ; and, as its merits 








| of Connecticut, and others participated, the bill || others, of Fairhaven, Massachusetts, praying that the claim 


P ° . Eye . tt 
last session, which was amended on the motion of || 
Mr. Danikt, and by that amendment $900,000 was 
saved to the country. On examining the writing, 
an error was discovered, one of the greatest errors 
that was ever attempted by the legislation of this 
country. It was proposed by the bill that the 
heirs of Paul Jones should not only receive the 
proporuon due to him as the commander in that 
expedition, but that they should be the legatees of 
ali the American officers and seamen engaged with 
him. [A voice: It is not in this bill.] He did not 
know whether it was or not; and therefore he 


| desired that it should go to a committee for exami- 


nation. The bill came to this House in that con- 
—— 
dition last year. It involved as large an amount 


| a8 $1,200,000, of which $900,000 wag stripped from 


itby one amendment. [He found that, contrary to 


, every principle of justice and of right, people from 


Scotland, of whom we knew nothing, were made 
the legatees of American seamen and-American 
officers who served with Paul Jones. This Gov- 
ernment was the residuary legatee of these officers 
and seamen on the failure of others to appear; and 
what provision this bill contained on this point he 
did not know, and, not knowing, he asked that it 


|| might be referred and printed. He had no inten- 


tion again to contest the passage of this bill, after 
the decision of the two Seuses upon it, but he did 
desire to see that it was passed in no other shape 
than that in which it was when, at the close of the 
last session, it was designed for the President’s 
signature. When he was satisfied of that fact, he 
should cease further to struggle against it. l} 
Mr. POLLOCK had merely to say that this bill 
was in the precise form in which it passed the | 
House at the last session. 
[A voice: Let it be examined; it won’t hurt it.] 
Mr. BARRINGER voted for this bill at the last 
session, and should do so now; but there was | 
great force in the remarks of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Bow.in,] and hence he concurred 
in the propriety of the reference. 
After some conversation, in which Mr. BROD- 
HEAD, Mr. T. B. KING, Mr. ROCKWELL 


was referred to the Committee of Claims, and was 
ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, it was 
ordered that the petition and papers of Charles G, 
Ridgely, a captain in the Navy of the United 
States, now on the files of the House, praying re- 


| imbursement of certain expenditures, be with- 


drawn and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 
INTERNAL COMMERCE. 
Mr. VINTON moved the following resolution, 
in pursuance of previous notice: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce shall here- 
after be called “ The Committee on Cou:merce among the 


States,’ and shall have charge of all questions touching the-|| jot 
|| Jenne, praying for bounty land. Also, the petition of Orange 


regulation of trade among the several States of the Union. 
There shall also be added to the standing committees of the | 
House 4 committee, to he composed of nine members, | 
which shall be called “ The Committee on Commerce with | 
Foreign Nations.” It shall have charge of all questions | 
concerning the regulation of the trade of the United States 


|| the legal representatives of 
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on the foreign trade of the country and the home 
trade, pursuing that view which was adopted in 
the Constitution itself. The Constitution gave to 
Congress the power over the trade ‘* with foreign 
nations” and *‘ among the several States."" Now, 
the trade “‘ among the States’’ was as well the trade 
between North Carciins and New York along the 
seaboard as between Illinois and New York by the 
lakes. The one was as much trade between the 
States as the other. The committee proposed to 
be raised was, in the language of the Constitution, 
a committee which should have charge of the trade 
‘‘among the several States.”? It would have full 
power over that trade to the extent it was confer- 
red by that clause of the Constitution, whether that 
power was greater or less; and this House could 
give them no more. If he supposed it was neces- 
sary to adopt the amendment of the gentleman from 
Delaware, he certainly should not object to it; but 
he understood that it did not add to the proposition 
already made, but might be regarded as qualifying 
and restricting it. 

The resolution and amendment were again read 
at the request of several gentlemen. 

And, pending the question, 

On motion, the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. PUTNAM: The i of Amzy Judd, praying 
for a grant of bounty land. Also, the petition of Anna 
Giffin, the widow of a revolutionary soldier, for a pension, 
Also, that the petition of Anna Giffin, with the accompany 
ing documents, be taken from the files of the House of the 
last Congress, and referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

| By Mr. COCKE: The petition of George Hix, of Monroe 
county, Tennessee, praying compensation for depredations 

| committed by Lieut. Fowler and company, in the service 

| of the United States, in the Cherokee nation. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Elisha H. Holmes, 
with the documents connected therew.th. for the renewal 
of his patent. Also, the petition of Joseph C. Delano, and 

| other shipmasters and merchants of New Bedford, Massa 

| chusetts, for a beacon-light on Palmer’s Island, in the bar 
bor at that port. Also, the memorial of E. Sawin and 


| of Alborn Allen for a balance due him for a revenue boat 
built by him, under a contract with the collector of the port 
of Nantucket, be paid. And Mr. G. moved that the petition 
of said Alborn Allen, and the documents connected there- 
with, be taken from the files, and, with the memorial afore- 
said, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


'| By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut: That the petition 


and accompanying papers of H. D. Johnson, be taken from 
| thre files of the House and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. Also, that the petition and accompanying papers of 
Kennedy be taken from the 
files of the House and referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Also, that the petition and accompanying papers of Jacob 
Gideon, and of Caroline Sanders, executriy of William G. 
| Sanders, be taken from the files and referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Claims. Also, the petition and accompanying 





'! papers of the heirs of John Cox, and referred to the Commit- 


|; tee of Claims. 
By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of Thomas 


| H. Dibble, of Buffalo, New York, praying for the payment 
| of the balance of his claim on a eontract for building a 
bridge across the Potomac at Washington. Also, the pe- 
| tition of Sarah Corbin, praying for a pension as the widow 
| of a revolutionary soldier. Also, the petition of Sylvia 


| | . : . 
with foreign nations. || Pond, praying that her pension as widow of a revolutionary 


Mr. JOHN W. HOUSTON moved to amend 
the resolution by adding the following proviso: 
Provided, That it shall be the duty and power of the Com- 


mittee on Commerce among the Siates to take into consid- | 


eration all such petitions and matters and things touching 
the appropriation of the public money for the improvement 
of the navigation of rivers, lakes, harbors, bays, and inlets, 


both upon the seaboard and in the interior, and not of the || 


said Committee on Foreign Commerce. 


Mr. HOUSTON, in a word of explanation of | 


his amendment, was understood to say, that, in his 
judgment, the effect of the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Ohio would be to separate the improve- 


: 
were clear, there was, he supposed, no gentleman | ments on the seacoast from those on the lakes and 


there who would not now give it his hearty sup- |, 
port. These heirs have been before Congress for | 


4 quarter of a century, and pees required that || latter to the committee on the commerce amon 
y 


they should now be gratified by the passage of this | 


bill. He hoped, therefore, that the House would |) lead to great confusion and difficulty. 
of improvements had always been regarded one 
‘and entire. The object of his amendment was 


do what justice required—put this bill on its pas- 
sage. He moved a suspension of the rules for 
that purpose. | 

Mr. BOWLIN said, in the passage of this bill 
through the House at the last session he a | 
| 





it, because he believed it to be wrong; but he 
should not now be mad enough to undertake to fight 


against it after the two Houses had declared their | 


| 


rivers, giving jurisdiction over the former to the 
Committee on Foreign Commerce, and over the 


the States. Such a division, he thought, woul 
he system 


he would vote for the resolution; otherwise, he 
should feel constrained to vote against it. 

Mr. VINTON supposed, if a committee on com- 
merce ** among the several States’’ were created, 
that it would take charge of all the subjects refer- 


opinion respecting it. It should not, however, be || red to by the gentleman from Delaware. The 
forgotten,.that one feature was found in it at the '' committees proposed to be raised were committees 


merely to preserve its unity. Should it prevail, | 


|| soldier may be continued for life. Also, the petition of 
\| Eunice Goodell, praying for the continuance of her petieion 
|| as the widow of arevolutionary soldier. Aiso, two petitions 
|| of masters and owners of vessels and other persons con- 
| cerned in the navigation of the great lakes, praying for the 
establishment of a marine hospital at Buffalo. Also, the 
memorial of William Reddin and others, in relation to the 
collection and disbursement of hospital money on the great 
| lakes. Also, the petition of Ira Baldwin, be taken from the 
files and referred to the Committee an Private Land Claims. 
| Also, the petition and papers of Peter Coville taken from 
the files and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
By Mr. R. McCLELLAND: The petition of John R. Wil- 
| liams, of Detroit, Michigan, for damages. Also, the petition 
of the administratrix of Conrad Teneyck, deceased, late of 
Michigan. 
| By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: Several petitions of 
| Joseph Wilson, Mary Brown, Harriet Brown, Captain Tho- 
| mas Morris, Tarlton Woodson, and Theodore Middtetou. 


} By Mr. HAMPTON: Two petitions from citizens of Al- 


| leghany county, Pennsylvania, asking for a daily mail-route 
| from the city of Pittsburg down the Ohio river by steam- 
| boats to some convenient and suitable point, thence west 
through New Lisbon, Canton, Massillon, and Wooster, to 

| Mansfield. Also, the petition of John Gilbert, of Alleghany 
| county, Pennsylvania, asking for an increase of his pension. 
By Mr. WHITE: The petitions of Stephen A. Corey, of 

|| Saraioga county; of Samuel D. Sabine, of Saratogascoun- 
|, ty; of George Newton, of Fuiton | of Hugh Riddle, 
|| of Schenectady; of Henry R. Wendell, of Schenectady, 
|| New York. And the petition of Ruliff Van Brunt, pre- 
i} sented in December, 1844. 

‘| By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: The petition of J. Randolph 
|| Clay for compensation as chargé d’affaires. Also, the pe- 
|| tition of Henry Simpson, surviving administrator of George 
* Simpson, deceased, for a commission for services in obtain- 
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ing a Government loan in 1813. Also, the petition of C. J. 
Macietian, for additional remuneration for expenses, &c., 


a@neurred by the funeral from his hotel of a member of the 


House of Representatives. 

By Mr. COLLAMER: The petition of J. P. Skinner and 
George B. Green. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of Andrew Blake, 
praying for the bounty that would have been allowed to 
the schooner ‘Two Brothers, had not that vessel been lost: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. The petition of 
A. A. Higgins, praying for the allowance of the fishing 
bounty to ychooner Madison, of Orlando, lost at sea while 
pursuing her voyage: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Sarah Hildreth, 
widow of Jot Hildreth, a soldier who died in the service 
of the United States during the late war, for a pension: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ‘The petition 
of Edward Quinn, formerly a seaman on board the frigate 
United States, who received an injury in the service, for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 15, 1847. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, transmitting the report made to the 
Treasury Department by the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey, showing the progress of that 
work during the year ending October, 1847; which 
was read. 

On motion by Mr. DIX, it was 

Ordered, That it be printed, and that 1,250 copies, in ad 
dition to the usual number, be printed for the use of the 
Senate, 250 of which to be sent to the Superintendent 

The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Campse.t, 
their Clerk: 

“Ma. Presipent: The House of Representatives 
have chosen Royal R. Gurley, of the Presbyte- 
rian denomination, Chaplain on the part of the 
House, 

“The Hlouse have appointed a Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, on their part, consisting of James 
G. Hampton and Joun L. Rosinson.”’ 

PETITIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the peti- 
tion of Mary D. Wade, widow of a deceased na- 
val officer, praying a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 
petition of Wm. Pumphrey, praying the confir- 
mation of his title to certain lands in Louisiana; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted additional documents 
in relation to the petition of Elizabeth Pistole; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of 
Henry Simpson, surviving administrator of George 
Simpson, deceased, praying to be allowed a com- 
mission on a loan negotiated by the testator for the 
Government in the year 1813; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Henry 
Washington, praying redress for arbitrary and 
illegal conduct on the part of the surveyor general 
of public lands in Florida, in violating a contract 
entered into with him for executing certain’ surveys; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. CASS submitted documents relating to the 
claim of T. S. Wendall, for the payment of a sum 
of money due him under the 4th article of the 
treaty of 1637 with the Saginaw Indians; which 
were referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. YULEE prfsented the petition of James | 
Edwards, praying compensation for losses sus- | 
tained in consequence of the destruction of his 
property during the Seminole war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Y. also presented the petition of James || 
Edwards, administrator of Edward M. Wanton, 
deceased, praying compensation for losses sus- || 
tained by the deceased, in consequence of the de- |} 
struction of his property during the Seminole war; || 
which was referred to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs. | 

Mr. Y. also presented the petition of Eugene || 
Van Ness and John H. Brush, executors of Nehe- | 
miah “Brush, deceased, praying compensation for | 
losses sustained by the deceased in consequence of 
the destruction of his property during the Seminole | 
war; which was referred to the mmittee on 


Military Affairs. 


| durifg the Seminole war; which was re 


' consent, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 





| Humphreys, praying indemnity for losses sustain- | 


ed in consequence of destruction of his property 
during the Seminole war; which was referred to 


_ the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. Y. also presented the petition of Geor, 
Center, praying indemnity for losses sustained in 
consequence of the destruction of his reer | 

erred to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Ma- 
ria Caldwell Robertson, legal representative of 
James Caldwell, deceased, praying the payment 
of certain outstanding loan-office certificates issued 
to the said James Caldwell, and since lost or de- 
stroyed; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of George 
H. Lee and others, members of the bar in the 
State of Virginia, praying an increase of the sal- | 
ary of the judge of the western district of Vir- 
ginia; whith was referged to the Committee on the |, 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Dix presented the petition of Oliver C. | 
Harris, praying an extension of his patent for a | 
paint mill; which was referred to the Committee 


| on Patents and the Patent Office. 


UNITED STATES COURTS OF VERMONT. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. UPHAM asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill changing the places 
and fixing the times for holding the circuit and | 
district courts in the district of Vermont; which | 
was read the first and second time by unanimous | 


diciary. {| 
WASHINGTON MONUMENT. | 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. MILLER asked and | 


| obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution autho- 


rizing the erection on the public grounds, in the | 
city of Washington, of a monument to George | 


| Washington; which was read the first and second || 


| of Union County, Arkansas, praying the estab- 
| lishment of a mail-route from Magnolia to Holly || 


Affairs. 


| son, deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 


|| the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 


time by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. | 
} 


Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of citizens | 


Spring, in that State; which was referred to the || 


| 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, it | 
was 
Ordered, That the petition of the Mexican Gulf Railroad } 
Company, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Finance. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, it |, 
was 
Ordered, That the petition of Nathaniel Hoggatt, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, it 


} 
was | 
| 


Ordered, That the petition of Elizabeth Jones, represent- || 
ative of John Carr, deceased, and the petition of Thompson || 
Hutchinson, heirs of ‘Thomas Hutchinson, deceased, on the || 
files et the Senate, be severally referred to the Committee | 
on Pensions. 

1 


On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the memorial of Foxhall A. Parker, on the | 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval || 
Alfairs. | 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was | 
Ordered, That the petition of William C. Easton, on the \| 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military i 
1] 

On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 1] 
Ordered, ‘Uhat the petition of the representatives of Robert 
Sewall, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Clainis. | 


On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 
Ordered, Tat the petition of the heirs of William Gray- 





Committee on Military Affairs. | 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was | 
Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of David Noble, on 

| 


Claims. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of EP. Calkin & Co., on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of John Searing and others, |) 
heirs of Mary Alien, deceased, on the files of the Senate, || 
be referred to the Committee on Pensions. | 

On motion by Mr. DIX, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of John Martin, on the files of || 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 


i 
| 
| 





Mr. Y. also presented the petition of Gad |! Ordered, That the petitions of Calvin Reed, of George W. |] 
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Walton, and of J. W. Nye, assignee of Peter a aa 
Hugh W. Stewart, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 7 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Maria Loubet, legal vepre. 


| sentative of Jgan Baptiste Lomagne, on the files of the Sen. 


ate, he referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Talbot and others, 


| on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 


Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. NILES, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Rhodes, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. NILES, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the petition of Walter Loomis & Abe] 
Gray, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit. 


tee on Claims. 
Mr. DICKINSON, it was 


On motion b 
Ordered, That the petition of Asa Andrews, on the files 


| of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Francis Cazean, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Comniittce on 
the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. UPHAM, it was 

Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
relating to alterations in the times and places of holding the 
circuit and district courts of the United States in Vermont, 


| be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. CORWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Benjamin Har- 
rison, and the memorial of Samuel Lamme, executor of 
Nathan Lamme, deceased, on the files of the Senate, be 
mney referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Jaims. . 


On motion by Mr. CORWIN, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Cadwalader Wallace, on 


| the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 


Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Bryan Callaghan, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the heirs of Presley Thornton, deceased, 
have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 

On motion ny Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That William Saunders and William R. Porter, 


| sureties of William Estis, have leave to withdraw their pe- 


tition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 


Ordered, That Samuel A. Morse have leave to withdraw 


| bis petition and papers. 


PAYMENT FOR HORSES, ETC. 
Mr. ATCHISON submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reviving an act 


| entitled ** Anact to provide for the payment of horses and 


other property lost or destroyed in the military service of 
the United States,”” approved January 18, 1837, as amend- 
ed by an act entitled “ An act to amend an act entitled ‘ An 


| act to provide payment for horses and other property lost or 


destroyed in the military service of the United States,’ ap- 


| proved October 14, 1837,” and as still further amended by 


an act entitled “* An act to amend an actentitled ‘ An act to 
provide payment for horses and other property lost or de- 
stroyed in the military service of the United States,’ ap- 
proved the 18th of January, 1837,” approved August 23, 
1842; and applying the provisions of the same to the volun- 
teers who have been engaged in the military service of the 
United States since the 13th May, 1846, are now, or shall 
hereafter be in said service. And that said committee be 
instructed, algo, to inquire into the expediency of paying 
the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of 
said volunteers, for parts of rations when the United States 
shall fail to supply the same. 


THE WAR WITH MEXICO. 


Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following reso- 
lutions for consideration: 
Resolved, That to conquer Mexico, and to hold it either as 


a province or to incorporate it in the Union, would be in- 
consistent with the avowed object for which the war has 
been prosecuted; a departure from the settled policy of the 
Government; in conflict with its character and genius; 
and, in the end, subversive of our free and popular institu- 
tions. 

Resolved, That no line of policy in the further u- 
tion of the war should be adopted which may Yead t0 con- 
sequences so disastrous. 


On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, it was ordered 
that the resolutions be printed. 


MILITARY HOSPITAL AT NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. DOWNS submitted the following. resolu- 
tion for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether the interest of the service does 
not require that a hospital or other additional means be pro- 
vided at New Orleans, for the better accommodation of 
wounded, invalid, and other soldiers and volunteers going 
to or returning from Mexico. And, also, to inquire whether 
any further provision of law be necessary to provide 
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yate means in all cases for the support and assistance of | 
tischarged soldiers or volunteers on their return home; and 
to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. DOWNS, after the resolution had been 
read, stated, in explanation, that it was well 
known that a large portion of our troops were 
landed at and embarked from New Orleans; and 
it must be admitted by every one, that sufficient 

rovision should be made for the accommodation 
of those who thus devoted themselves to the ser- 
vice of their country. There was an urgent ne- 
cessity that the sick and disabled soldiers and vol- 
unteers returning from Mexico should be provided 
with shelter and medical attendance. Many of | 
these were entirely destitute; and although there 
are means, to a limited extent, in the barracks and 
institutions of the city, still, so great is the num- || 
ber of the sick and wounded and disabled, that 
these means are altogether inadequate. It was 
therefore highly proper—it was essentially neces- | 
sary—that some permanent arrangement should 
be promptly made for the relief and comfort of | 
these men. He believed that he might be permit- | 
ted to say, that both the Secretary of 
General Brooke, who are perfectly acquainted 
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of self-government upon which our federative system rests || 
| will be b 


st promoted, the true spirit and meaning of the | 
Coustitution be observed, and the Confederacy strengthened, 
by leaving all questions concerning the domestic policy 


therein to the Legislatures chosen by the people thereof. 


Resolved, That true policy requires the Government of the 


lations upon this continent, by the annexation of such con- 
liguous territory as may conduce to that end, and can be 


| justly obtained; and that, neither in such acquisition nor in 


the territorial organization thereof, can any conditions be 
constitutionally imposed, or institutions be provided for or 


| established, inconsistent with the right of the people thereof 


to form a free sovereign State, with the powers and privi- 


| leges of the original members of the Confederacy. 


Mr. DICKINSON remarked, that he would not | 


press the consideration of these resolutions at this 
time. He was anxious that there should be a full 


| Senate when they were taken up, and this was not 


likely to be the case until after the holidays. He 


| therefore asked that they should be passed over for 
| the present. 


They were accordingly passed over. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


j , : : 1} 
United States to strengthen its political and commercial re- | 


| raise a committee? 
| when the Committee on Manufactures waa estab- 


} 


| look to the protection of manufactures. 


| 


GLOBE. _ 2 


Now, first, as to the statistics of the gentleman 
from Ohio. His colleague [Mr. Scnencx] said I 
need not be alarmed; that nothing at all was to be 
done; that whatever power this House has under 
the Constitution would be exercised, and no more. 


| But does not the gentleman know that he and [ 
| differ as to what this power is? 


Now, what has been the course of the division 
of powers in this House? Does not everybody 


| know that when the Federal Cony have had the 
| majority in this House, and wished to exercise 


powers for which they had no warrant—to amend 
the Constitution—the very first step has been to 
Was it not the case in 1819, 


lished? Before that, duties were laid for revenue. 
It is true, incidentally, it was adraitted they might 
This was 


‘| in 1819. he tariff of 1816 was a tariff of reduc- 
|| tions from the war duties which were first imposed 
i; under it. The first reduction was to come in 


1819. The Federal party came in, and insisted 
upon duties without reference to revenue; and 
they got them. ‘That is the history of the Com- 


i} e 
Wepnespar, December 15, 1847. | aL on, Manufachores: min ' 
\| at has been the story o 1e Committee on 
w ad an oH : ; 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved Wilh Saminstites’ waa estab. 


|| Roads and Canals? 
~ our 1} * . . * . 
Mr. ROBERT SMITH asked leave to give no- || lished in 1824. In 1824, internal improvements 
|| had become very rife. The first thing was, that a 


| 

| 
ar and 
with these facts, and who are sensible of the ne- | 
cessity of some such provision as his resolution || 
contemplated, would give their hearty concurrence | 
to the proposed object. He had not thought it 


| tice of a motion for leave to introduce certain | 


necessary, or indeed proper, to make any specific | 


into effect the object OF his resolution. This will 
be much better leit in charge of the able Committee | 


suggestions in reference to the mode of carrying || 
| 
| 


on — Affairs. He would only remark, fur- || 


ther, that 


eneral Brooke is now in this city; and, | 


| members to 
introduce bills and joint resolutions was when the | 


bills. 


The SPEAKER said that the proper time for 
ive notice for motions for leave to 


States were called for petitions and resolutions. 
Mr. ROBERT SMITH said he feared that time 


|| and it was established. 


\| establishment of that committee. 


| Committee on Roads and Canals was moved here, 
Although the proposition 
| to give this Government power over roads and ca- 

nals was distinctly submitted in the convention 
and rejected, that was no impediment at all to the 
Now, the same 


|| thing is to be done in this case. We have heard 
|| of a huge convention which met at Chicago du- 


| The SPEAKER said that the first subject for || rin the last summer, in which men of all parties— 
; : : || : = ; . Federalists and Democrats—met and determined, 
he resolution having been considered by unan- || consideration this morning was the amendment |, under the auspices of Mr. Webster, that this Gov- 

| offered by Mr. J. W. Houston to the resolution || : Bsc : 


imous consent, it was agreed to. | snened tear Abe. Wesvets Seatectar: wins || ernment is omnipotent over all things within the 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR. I] ae : Yy ‘Y» . || whole limits of this Union; and I take it that this 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce shall here- || 


be willing to furnish them with any further infor- | 
mation which they may require in relation to the | 
— 


should it be the wish of the committee, he would would never arrive. 
INTERNAL COMMERCE. 
| 


The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolution, su»mitted yesterday by Mr. Nixes: 
Resolved, That the Auditors of the Treasury and the | 


chiefs of bureaus of the Navy Department be entitled to | 
seats On the floor of the Senate. 


after be called “The Committee of Commerce among the 
States,’ and shall have charge of all questions touching the 
regulation of trade among the several States of the Union. 


Tnere shall also be added to the standing committees of the | 


House a committee, to be composed of nine members, which 


| is nothing more than an efflorescence, a production 
| of the Chicago convention—just as the tariff of 
| 1824 was an efflorescence of the Pittsburg con- 
| vention; and its friends have come now to ask for 


|| shall be called “The Committee onCommerce with Foreign i] a new committee to give power and effect to this 
The resolution was modified as follows: Nations.” {[t shall have charge of all questions concerning || SyStem. 

Resoleed, 'Thes the heads fl the busneet-0¢-the Treesery, || the regulation of the trade of the United States with foreign I will now take up the purposes of the gentle- 
War, Navy, and Post Office Departments be admitted to || "@U0*- | man from Ohio—the objects for which he wants 
seats on the floor of the Senate. ‘| Mr, J. W. Hovusron’s amendment is as fol- || this committee. First, for information. Well, 

The question on the resolution as modified was || lows: | have we no information? The Government of the 
then propounded by the Chair; but some objection || Provided, That it shall be the duty and power of the Com- || United States has already provided, first, for the 
being heard— mittee on Commerce among the States to take into consid- || 

Mr. NILES stated that he was not disposed to 
increase unnecessarily the number of those persons 


| registry of all foreign tonnage; second, for the re- 


eration all such petitions and matters and things touching || ,; a : 
the appropriation of the public money for the improvement || 8'S"°Y of all tonnage among the States over twenty 
tons; and, third, for the license of all tonnage 


of the navigation of rivers, lakes, harbors, bays, and inlets, || 


who, by the courtesy of the Senate, were admitted | 
to the privilege of seats on the floor of the Chamber; | 
but he thought there was a manifest propriety in | 
extending this privilege to the individuals designa- | 
ted in his resolution. If any persons were entitled || 
more than others to the privilege of admission, it | 
must be those whi, from the character of their offi- 

cial stations, had frequent occasion to be in per- | 
sonal intercourse with the chairmen and members | 
of the committees, and of this class were the offi- 
cers embraced in his resolution. Other officers of 
the Government, for this reason, are allowed the | 
privilege of the floor. It was given to many as an | 
act of courtesy and respect; such as those who had | 
been members of the body; the members of the | 
State Legislatures; and others who have received | 
the privilk ge on account of meritorious services. 

But every Senator must admit that the officers who 

are connected with the details of the public service 

ought to be equally entitled to it, in order that 

Senators themselves may suffer no inconvenience 


| 
| 
1 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


} 
; 


both upon the seaboard and in the ‘interior, and not of the || under twenty tons; and, accordingly, we had the 


said Committee on Foreign Commerce. 


occur in the resolution, the words “ which may be 


| referred.’’ 


The debate on the resolution and amendment 
was then resumed. 


| 

Mr. RHETT obtained the floor, and addressed | 
When I objected (said he) to the || 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vin- | 


the House. 


TON,] a few days ago, it was not with any expect- | 


ation that I could arrest a policy which I knew the 
gepleman had so much at heart. Any one who 


as been on this floor for the last four years must | 


have known the progress of things in this direc- 
tion. 
in the last Congress there were not less than two- 
thirds of the members of this House, comprehend- 





It has been certain and accumulating; and | 





|| annual report on tonnage and navigation laid on 
Mr. VINTON said, before the discussion was | 


resumed, he would modify his resolution by in- || 
serting after the word ‘‘ questions,” where they || 


your table a few days ago. The commerce of 
Chicago, Erie, Louisville, Cincinnati, of every 
tawn, shines there, is laid down there. 

Well, what more does the gentleman want? He 
intimated that this department might get together 


| the statistics of the commerce within the States. 


Mark you, the Constitution does not say comnierce 
within the States, but it is only “among” the 
States; in other words, the foreign commerce of 
the States with the other States. That is the 
commerce alone which this Government has an 


| control over by virtue of this clause of the Consti- 
| tution. ‘Will that answer. the purpose of the gen- 


tleman from Ohio? No; he wants statistical infor- 
mation concerning the productions of the State— 
how many barrels of flour, how many chickens, 
how many bushels of corn are raised—like the 


| orders which were given out at the taking the last 


Cowes eSCnr a 


ing the whole North, with a large portion of the || census. 

est, who were in favor of internal improve- 
ments. I could not hope, therefore, to arrest, in 
so feeble a form as the resisting of this resolution, 
the fearful strides of so gigantic a policy. 


Now, according to my views, there is no 
| such power in the General Government. The 
| great principle and spirit of the Constitution is, 


j 


| that whatever the States are competent to do the 


in the discharge of their public duties. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


PASSENGERS ON STEAM-VESSELS. 





FuaRmanr at 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire whether any further legislation is necessary 
in regard to’ navigation by steam’ for the preservation and 
Protection of passengers. 

ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY. | 


The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolutions, submitted yesterday by Mr. Dickin- 


80N: | this committee and the statistics to be subsidiary || 
and in themselves productive of a home depart- 


: T : 
oa Tels ies Snsermaing Tyrie Gomera | 


object is, that, in the march of this Government | 
in encroaching on the powers of the States, my | 
course, at least, as a Representative on this floor, 
should be distinctly known. 

What is the proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio? He has moved for the establishment of a 
committee, first, for the purpose of obtaining in- 
formation—as I understand, statistical information; 
second, with a view to exercise power on the ba- 
sis of this information; and, third, the action of 


ment. 


But my | States shall do; and what the States cannot do the 


General Government shall do, though under the 
express specifications of the Constitution. Now, 
will any man tell me the States are not able to take 
account of their own productions? Certainly no 
man in Massachusetts; for the other day I had sent 
to me from some one there a most minute report, 
showing all the productions of Massachusetts, 
from a hobnail toa steam engine. Now, does 
the State of Massachusetts want this Government 
to do what they are doing themselves? To send 
spies and inquisitors to every house in the Union 
to find out what they do every year, how much 
gain they produce, and how many pigs and chick- 
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ens they raise? Those were the orders issued b 
Mr. Webster, carrying out the principle of the 
Chicago convention, of the omnipotence of this 
Government in taking the last census. And what 
was the result? A portion of the people of the 
South—of Virginia, South Carolina, und other 
States—deemed it an outrage, and treated the mar- 
shal with contempt, telling him ** Get you down 
about your own Eacmens.” They held that the 
Constitution authorized, in taking the census, to 
ascertain the number of citizens and of persons on 
whom the three-fifihs representation is based, and 
that there was no authority for going down into 
these domestic matters, which belong to the States. 
And this view was espoused, and ably, in an elo- 
quent article by a distinguished Whig—the late 
Mr. Pleasants, of Richmond—who told the peo- 
ple to take no notice of the marshals. I repeat, 
that, in my judgment, the Constitution gives to 
the General Government no such power—all the 
power is over foreign commerce among the States; 
that which goes out of one State and enters into 
another, 

Well, now, as to the other object of the gentle- 
man. That is developed in the amendment made 
by the gentleman from Delaware. It is the power 
of this Government. The gentleman is not a mere 
philosopher—a mere caterer for statistics. His 
object is to extend the power of this Government; 
to add a new clause to the Constitution, whereby 
the General Government may exercise control over 


the commerce within the States as well as without | 


—absolutely within the States themselves. 

This system of harbor improvements by the 
General Government, that ha’ sprung up so lately, 
iv, In fact, the most pertinacious, and, if | may so 
speak, the most impinging of interests, The rivers 
have been very well content hitherto with clearing 
out a few snags, but the harbors are very pertina- 
cious. I will not now go into a very extended 
argument on the subject of internal improvements, 
but I shall endeavor to show that this harbor in- 
terest is in itself unauthorized by the Constitution; 
or rather, that it is authorized by the Constitution, 
but not in the mode in which gentlemen who have 
hitherto advocated the interest have endeavored 
to establish. As I have before said, the funda- 
mental principle of the Constitution is, that what- 
ever the States are competent to do, they shall 
perform; and whatever they cannot do is devolved 
upon the General Government by express specifi- 
cation. Now, I ask any gentleman, are the States 
incompetent to improve theirown harbors? Will 
any man say they are? Every one knows there is 
not a State in this Union so poor, so mean, as to 
be incapable of improving its own harbors. Why, 
then, should the General Government undertake, 
by assuinption of power not delegated to it, to do 
what the States can do for themselves? 

But, to come to another principle, which is even 
nearer to the point. When the Constitution has 
laid down a mode by which an object can be at- 
tained, it is exclusive of any other mode. Now, 
the Constitution has laid down a mode by which 
this ovject can be attained. In the origin of this 


Government, the good people of the United States | 


were not “indifferent to internal improvements, 
especially to the improvement of harbors, The 
truth is, that is the only species of improvements 
which was then thought of. Nobody then thought 
of making a wagon road under the authority of the 
General Government. That isa claim of power 
which sprung up ata later day, and which is now 
put an end to, The great object, then, was the 
improvement of harbors. Now, is there no mode 
provided for this? ! 
doctrine and example in the origin of this Govern- 
ment. 
States have applied to this Government for power 
to lay duties on tonnage. In 1792 or 1793, a peti- 
tion came to Congress from the inhabitants of 
Kennebeck, then in the State of Massachusetts, 


On this point we have both | 


We have many instances in which the | 


TRE CONGED 


have the power of doing it? Or do they suppose, 


| ments on the States—that is, one by one. 


for leave to lay duties on tonnage, with a view to || 


reimburse them for moneys expended in building | 

Congress autho- | 
Many other cases | 
And in 1808, Baltimore, in the | 
State of Maryland, and Savannah, in the State of | 


the piers in Kennebeck river. 
rized them to lay those duties. 
Mave occurred. 


Georgia, came simultaneously and prayed Con- 
gress to authorize them to lay duties on tonnage, 
with a view to the improvement of their harbors, 
Congress passed a law to authorize these States to 
lay duties, and they were laid; and I have now 


IONA 











the whole amount raised by these duties in the | much of the spirit of manly independence 
| 80 low. 


city ef Baltimore and the city of Savannah—in | 
Savannah from 181] to 1821, and in Baltimore 
from 1812 to 1821. And ever since have these 
States, as | understand, been authorized by this 
Government to lay these duties, with a view to 
keep their harbors in order. Now, these are only || 
isolated cases, and if I had time, L should like to 
have brought forward others, in which this Gov- 
ernment has authorized the States to lay tonnage | 
duties. I know another case in the city of Charies- 
ton. Charleston lays tonnage duties, not with a 
view to erect and keep in repair harbors, but to 
support her marine hospital. These duties are 
now laid there for that object. Sir, the Constitu- 
tion does not limit the States to the objects for 
which they may lay tonnage duties. They can 
do so Yor any purpose, provided the General Gov- || 
ernment gives them leave; and from the origin of | 
this Government they have so applied in various | 
cases, and there is not an instance, I beljeve, in 
which they have been refused. lj 
Then, | say, here is a mode provided by the 
Constitution, in which the harbors of a State may || 
be made and improved; and I maintain that this || 
fact is conclusive that you cannot make and im- 
prove them in any other way. If you can, you | 
give this Government unlimited power. The grant | 
of a power is exclusive of other power; the desig- | 
nation of one mode is the exclusion of all other | 
modes, if this Government be one of limited, ex- | 
press grants of power. And in this is seen the || 
wisdom and justice of the Constitution. The Con- 
stitution, in all its provisions, is the greatest ex- 
emplification of justice to be found on the records 
of nations. Is not this provision right? What | 
right have the people upon Lake Michigan to come || 
to me, down in South Carolina, and ask that [ || 
should contribute to put their harbors in order? Is 
it not the dictate of the most common justice that || 
those whose navigation is to be protected by an || 
improvement should contribute and pay for that |. 
improvement? And what sort of interest, on the || 
other hand, have the people of Indiana or Ken- || 
tucky with the harbor in Charleston? © Why || 
should we call upon them to improve a harbor 
which they never saw, or of which they know 
nothing? [tis precisely the principle of the Post 
Office Department, which lays so moderate a duty || 


upon letters, that those who receive the benefit of || 
the department sustain it. And this is a provi- 
— of the Constitutiun eminently just, eminently || 
right. 

And now I ask, then, of this House, why shall 
we extend the power of this Government over this 
interest?) I ask my Democratic friends, who pro- 
fess to act upon the principle of construction to re- 
gard the rights of the States, why they will go | 
with the consolidationists? Why they will seek | 
to accomplish an object unconstitutionally by the || 
General Government when the States themselves 


when they want, they can add a power to this 
General Government, and that will be the end of || 
it? Encroachment never stops; one encroachment || 
leads to another; and there is but one way in 
which you can resist these successive encroach- | 
If any | 
statesman supposes he can for his own interest in- | 
terpolate one encroachment into the Constitution, || 
and that there will be the end of it, he is acting | 
with a gross ignorance of human nature. All ex- || 


. ' 
perience proves the contrary. 


| 


j 


Mr. Speaker, I ask gentlemen who represent | 


sovereign and independent States‘here, if they are || 


willing to come and humble themselves to suppli- || 
cate from Congress as a favor what they can them- || a seat on this 
selves accomplish asa right? Ido not know how || 


| by the 
Carolina (Mr. Ruert] seemed to apprehend. This 


| ernment, 


| Internal improvements. 
| modern distinction drawn between the Atlantic and 


_ improvements. 


| ternal as with our foreign commerce. ; 
‘these vast interests be neglected? Must they of 
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Dec. 15, 
to stoop 


Mr. C. B. SMITH did not understand that jt 
was proposed to exercise any power not conferred 
onstitution, as the gentleman from South 


was no proposal to extend the power of this Goy. 
id that gentleman deny the power to 
appropriate money for internal improvements? 

hy, the power had Leen exercised from the 
very organization of this Government to this day, 
There had never been a Congress convened under 
the Constitution which had not made appropri- 
ations for that purpose. The gentleman from Sout) 
Carolina [Mr. Ruerr) was alarmed by the intro. 


| duction of this resolution; but he, (Mr. 8.,) for 


one, avowed himself to be a friend to this measure; 
he wished to see a committee appointed specially 
for the promotion and fostering of the great inter- 


| ests to which the resolution referred, which this 
_ Government was bound to protect by means of 


He knew there was a 


the internal waters; but where, he would ask, was 


| the authority found for such a distinction? Before 
they made appropriations, were they to enter into 


a chemical analysis of the waters to find the amount 
of salt with which they were impregnated? Were 
they to establish the position that this Government 
could promote no internal improvements unless 
they were on the seaboard; and the waters were 
impregnated with salt? Such a distinction was 
futile, absurd, and ridiculous. It was one that 
never was contemplated by the framers of the Con- 
stitution, and it was one which he trusted this Con- 
gress would dispose of in an emphatic manner. 
Mr. RHETT was understood to ask if the gen- 
tleman from Indiana intended to represent that he 
drew a distinction between fresh and salt water. 
Mr. C. B. SMITH had understood the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] to go be- 
yond his associates; he had understood that gen- 
tleman to go against all appropriations for internal 
Now, he would ask that gentle- 
man if light-houses were not under the power of 
the Government? Were not millions spent for 


buoys, breakwaters, and other protection and 
| facilities for foreign commerce? Though the gen- 
| tleman from South Carolina might see fit to deny 


that power, he would find, he (Mr. 8S.) presumed, 
but very few on this floor that would sanction and 
accede to that opinion. That power was settled 
clearly and conclusively—so conclusively that it 
could not be regarded as a subject of doubt and 
controversy; and the question now was, if they had 
not the right to make appropriations for internal 
improvements in our inland waters? They knew 
that the commerce on those waters was extensive 
and valuable; they knew that the welfare of the 
country was as intimately identified with this in- 
And must 


the Mississippi valley see the destruction of their 
roperty on the great lakes? Must they see the 
on of their fellow-citizens sacrificed for want of 


| appropriations for the improvement of their wa- 


ters? Must they, amidst “all these sacrifices and 
losses, when they asked Congress to make appro- 
priations to remove obstructions, be told that their 
waters were fresh waters, and therefore no appro- 
riations could be made? It must be within the 
Snowledge of every gentleman that appropriations 
have been made for internal improvements ever 
since the organization of this Government. 
It was, however, equally well known, that during 
the last four years, during which time he had had 
floor, Congress had made liberal 
appropriations for such improvements, but that 


they feel; for my part I have very seldom come to | they had been withheld by the technical veto of the 


ask for South Carolina any favor; I confess I || 
Whether | 


always felt humiliated at the thought. 


President. Such appropriations were made by the 
votes of both Whigs and Democrats, in a Congress 


I esteem my native State more highly than other || in which the Democrats had a majority; but such 
gentlemen, or whatever may be the fact, the idea |! votes, and the interests and the petitions of the 


of accepting favor from the General Government | 
is most humiliating. I ask the Representatives of || 
the proud State of New York, comprising within || 


itself three millions of inhabitants, when you have 


people, were treated with scorn and contempy. He 
could bear testimony to the immense sacrifices of 
property which the West had been compelled to 
sustain, and to the immense loss of valuable lives, 


the ability of taxing the commerce which enters | in consequence of the squeamishness of our Presi- 


ig harbors—not your own commerce exclusive- | 


y, but the commerce of other States—will you | 
consent to come here as mendicants and beggars? | 


dent, because he regards the distinction drawn 
between salt water and fresh water improvements. 
He (Mr. 8.) undertook to assert that the power of 


Although my State is small, she has too much '| this Government over improvements can only finda 
pride for that; and if other States will thus humble || liraitation in the discretion of Congress. Gentemen 
before me a report by Mr. Crawford, in 1822, of || themselves, she will demonstrate that she has too |! might seek to find it elsewhere, but elsewhere ! 
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was merely imaginary, It was a position which 
he held could not be controverted, that the power 
to make improvements was a power to improve 
any rivers, Whether their waters washed the shores 
of one State or a dozen; it was a power to improve 
any harbors, whether they were on the scaboard 
or the lakes; it was a power which was within the 
sound discretion of Congress. Congress alone 
could determine what appropriations to make to 
protect or to facilitate our commerce, whether that 
commerce was with ‘foreign nations”’ or ‘*between 
the States.’? Congress has acted upon this view 
of its powers. It did so last year. [It did so du- 
ring preceding years. It made liberal appropria- 
tions for the lakes and rivers of the West, and for 
western harbors,too. Did any gentleman deny the 
power of Congress to improve the Mississippi 
river? He thought that would hardly be called 
in question now. Did any gentleman deny the 
power to make appropriations tor the improvement 
of the Ohio river? He thought that, too, would be 
generally conceded. If, then, that power was 
conceded—if we have exercised it—he took it for 
granted that power would be again exescised by 
this Congress; but whether their act would become 
a law, he knew not. And if they were to legislate 
on this subject, was there not an evident propriety 
in having a committee to examine the various pro- 
posed improvements, that they might be guided to 


Ne eee 
SS 


an enlightened decision? Should they leave a vast | 
subject like this, which was likely to involve mil- 
lions of dollars—a subject affecting a half or two- | 


thirds of the population of this Union—a subject 
affecting the business of every internal State of this 
Union,—should they, he asked, allow these vast 
interests to find their way through this House with- 


outacommittee to consider them, toexamine them, | 


to judge of the claims presented, and to ascertain 


which was the must entitled to the support and pro- | 
tection of this Government? Why appoint acom- |, 


mitice on the subject of public lands? Why appoint 
a committee on the subject of commerce generally? 
Why appoint committees on such subjects and not 
appoint a committee ova subject like this, involving 
such immense interests? Why should this great 


subject be left without the protection of a commit- 
tee whose province it should be to examine its | 


claims ? 


a Special Committee on Rules, at the head of which, 
he believed, was the venerable gentleman from 


Four years ago, a report was made from | 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] which proposed a | 
division of the Committee on Commerce such as | 


was now proposed. ‘That report, however, was 
never brought to the vote of this Flouse, in con- 


sequence of its involving the question of slavery. | 


‘The appropriate moment, then, had now arrived 
for establishing such a division, and creating a com- 
mittee with special reference to internal improve- 
ments. He desired to place iton thatground. He 
had no desire to dodge the question. He desired 
to place it fairly before the country. The question 
of internal improvements is one which will com- 
mand the vote of a large portion of this Union 

unless it be the State of South Carolina. ; 


proving every little stream. No; but he desired 
to acknowledge the power of this Government to 
facilitate and to protect the commerce of this coun- 


try, and he desired to see it judiciously adminis- | 
With this view he desired to see a com- | 


tered, 
mittee appointed whose wisdom, and experience, 
and intelligence would enable them to report such 
objects to Congress as are worthy of the support 
of this Government. ie 

Mr. ROOT said, when he first heard the subject 
mentioned by his colleague, (Mr. Vinron,} he 
thought very favorably of it; but, on reflection, he 
had become satisfied that it would be inexpedient. 
Having, however, once changed, he might possi- 
bly be induced to change his opinions again; and 
hence he rose now to express his opinion with no 
very great confidence. He should regret to see 
this resolution adopted; but he feared the advocac 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. C. B. Situ] 
and the opposition of the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Ruerr] made that result very prob- 
able. (Laughter.} He conceded that a majority 
was in favor of internal improvements; and it seem- 
ed to be expected that those who*were in favor of 
internal improvements would be in favor of this 
new committee, and those opposed to internal im- 
provements would object to it. If he was con- 
vinced by the argument of the gentleman from 


He was | 
not in favor of a prodigal waste of the public money; | 


he was not in favor of expending money in im- | 








South Carolina, he should go against it; but he |! 


thought the best answer to that gentleman’s argu- 
ment was the observation of his colleague [Mr. 
Homes] on a previous day, that the division of 
one committee into two would not enlarge its pow- 
ers. It had been suggested that there was a dis- 
tinction between salt and fresh water improvements; 
and now they were to have a salt and a fresh water 
committee. [Laughter.] They were to be “ divi- 
ded and conquered.”’ ‘That certainly was not in- 
tended, but he inquired if that might not be appre- 
hended? He feared the conflicting and distinct 
interests, which the proposed separation would 
create, would lead to divisions which he wished to 
avoid. The Committee on Commerce has now as 
much jurisdiction over internal improvements as 
the Committee on Commerce among the States 
would have. Where, then; was to be found a rea- 
son for a new committee? Why divide the labor 
of the one between two committees? He had never 
understood that the Committee on Commerce was 
a very hard-working committee. He did not be- | 
lieve they worked as hard as some others, though 
he admitted it had been a very able and faithful 
committee, doing all that belonged to it. Why, 
then, he repeated, raise two committees to do the | 
work which had been conveniently done by one? 
The Committee on Commerce had already been | 
constituted, in accordance with the old rule, by the 
Speaker; and, for one, he was willing to‘trust that 
committee; and he would here take occasion to 
avow that he was as strongly in favor of internal 


| improvements, as they were called, as any other 


gentleman, and he represented a constituency which 
was deeply interested in them, and which was not 
troubled with such scruples as those which were 


, entertained by the gentleman from South Carolina, 


[Mr. Ruertr.| He feared the effect of raising this 
new committee. ‘The commerce among the States 
was justly entitled:to as much consideration as 
commerce with foreign nations. It was their duty 
to promote both. ‘The commerce between the 
States and Canada was immense. And he would 


that they should need—especially while the present 
Executive was spared to them—all the united force | 
of the friends of commerce among the States and | 
commerce with foreign nations, and he should op- 


|| pose any motion which would have the effect of 


dividing them, or of appearing to divide them. He 
believed the existing committee competent to dis- 
charge its duties, and it was the safer policy to | 
leave that committee unchanged. He had no de- 
sire to dodge the question; but he thought it inex- 
pedient to puta weapon into the hands of the oppo- 
nents of internal improvements, especially such a 
weapon as the gentleman from South Carolina had 
shown a disposition to use, when he had indicated 
his conviction that in this movement was involved 
a spice of Abolitionism. He knew they asked for | 
appropriations for internal improvements because | 
they wanted to benefit commerce; and he knew 
they derived the power to make appropriations for 
such purposes from the same clause from which 
they derived their power to appropriate money for 
the promotion of foreign commerce, 
lieved they should make a stronger stand when 
they confided all these interests to one committee | 
than when they apportioned them between several; | 
for it was as true now as it ever was, “‘ divide and 
conquer.”” 

Mr. BEDINGER rose and said: I will express, | 
in as few words as possible, the reasons which | 
will compel me to vote against the adoption of the 
resolution offered by the gentieman from Ohio. I 
believe it to be impolitic and unnecessary, if not 
unwise and dangerous; and | cannot avoid the ap- | 
prehension that in the end it will produce more | 


agitation and distraction to this House than infor- 
mation or advantage to the country. I, among 


j 


others who oppose this resolution, may be thought | stand 


over-Cautious, and may be accused of starting at 
shadows; but~it is better to be over-cautious in 
times like these, than to slumber in security until 
wakefulness and caution can no longer avail. I 
was sent here to be cautious, sir, and to be watchful; 
and | hope I shall not slumber at my post. And I 
confess | was very much pleased at the prompt- 
ness and vigilance manifested by the gentleman | 
from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] on Thursday | 
last, when he took this bal! at the first hop, and | 
called the attention of the House to the covert | 
danger which the resolution contained. Sir, my 


experience, and that of older and wiser men than |) harbor in the Union. 


| 


| 
| 
} 
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myself, teaches me to believe that the greatest 


‘danger to the institutions and freedom of this 


country is to be apprehended from the constant 
encroachments, or efforts at encroachment, of the 
confederated Government upon the rights and 
sovereignty of the individual States. My maxim 
is, to prevent, by every possible means, the granter 
Government from encroaching upon, and finally 
crushing, the lesser ones. I know that it is more 
customary, more fashionable, if | may use the term, 
just now, to manifest uneasiness and profess ap- 
prehensions at the power of the Executive. But, 
in my opinion, it is not from the Executive that 


_any real danger need be feared to the liberties of 


this country, for the Executive is constantly and 
closely watched by millions of vigilant eyes. His 
slightest acts are scanned and criticised with jeal- 
ous Scrutiny; and his slightest aberrations from 
duty, or his smallest clutching at illegitimate power, 
meet with such instant and clamorous rebuking, 
that the eyes as well as the ears of all men are 
opened at once; and if there be indeed any danger, 
it is detected and crushed in the bud. No Execu- 
tive in this country ever assumed to himself more 
power than the Constitution and laws guarantied 
to him, without awakening the wrath of the peo- 
le, and being hurled with indignation from his 
1igh office. Executive encroachments are not, and 
never can be, rery dangerous, because they are too 
easily detected, and too zealously opposed. But 


| It is not so with the encroachment of the Federal 


Government. That is always more dangerous, 
because it is always more insidious. It assumes 
a thousand different shapes, and menaces the rights 
of the States and their liberties, seldom by direct 


/ attack, but often under the specious pretext of 
| benefit and advantage; and the domestic history of 
this country has been little else than a series of 
| struggles between the individual States to preserve 
_ their righis and their sovereignty, and the Federal 


| Government to ree them of both. 
1 


And I re- 


peat, that, to me, the great danger has always ap- 


peared from this Serene upon the part of the 


beg leave to suggest to the friends of this measure || General Government, anc 
Ee | 


the small disposition 
(which, I much fear, is becoming less every day) 
anywhere manifested to guard and protect the 
rights of the States against it. I know it is too 
customary now (and I am sorry it is so) to laugh 
at these fears when thus expressed. But if those 
who first detected this danger had suffered them- 
selves to be laughed into silence and security, 
our country would not have stood in the emi- 
nent position which she now occupies. I repeat, 
sir, we cannot be too cautious—we cannot make 


| efforts too strenuous to prevent the Federal, the 
/more powerful, Government from crushing the 


| weaker ones. 


But he be- || 


| 


It is as if, in partnership of indi- 
viduals, the “ firm”’ should be permitted to infringe 


| the individual rights of the copartners, or as if «a 


seventy-four should be suffered to run down and 
swamp her own boats. Now, sir, is there anything 
in the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio cal- 


| culated to increase this dangerous power and ten- 


dency upon the part of the General Government? 
Let us read the resolution carefully, and mark well 
the phraseology: The committee ‘shall have 
charge of all questions touching the regulation of 
trade among the several States of the Union.”’ 
Now, sir, I will admit, that jf it be the intention of 
this House to carry the doctrine of internal im- 
provements to the length avowed by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Smrrn,} (whose position I 
am glad to learn,) it may be necessary to appoint 
such a committee. Butas I am unwilling to be- 
lieve that the people of the United States will ever 


, sanction this construction of the Constitution, I 


can see no necessity for such a committee at pres- 


| ent. ‘I repeat that I am glad to see the bold ground 


assumed b 


the gentleman from, Indiana, [Mr. 
Smira. 


e is of opinion—if I did not misunder- 
im—that the General Government has 
power to improve any river, any stream, any lake, 
or any harbor, within the whole area of this Union. 
I am willing to trust that issue to the people, sir; 
and never will I believe, that, with the injustice 
which the proposition bears upon its very face, 
and which was so forcibly exhibited a the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruert,] 
they will sanction so monstrous a doctrine. But 
I was particularly struck with one remark of the 

ntleman from Indiana, (Mr. Smiru.] He said 
e would not advocate the improving by the Gen- 
eral Government of every paltry little stream or 
r, | suppose we should 
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thank the gentleman from Indiana for even that 


er - i 


admission, But who made him a judge of the 
importance or paltriness of the different riversand 
harbors in this country, or who is to constitute 
any of us such judges? Is the size of the river to 
determine the constitutionality of the act of im- 
prévement? Who shall say which of the rivers 
in Virginia is most important to that State, except 
the people of Virginia themselves? Has the gen- 
tleman in his mind’s eye only the great rivers 
and harbors of the West, and will he pay no atten- 
tion to those of any ether section? It is these very 


sectional preferences which render the exercise of | 


the powers so dangerous. It would seem, from 
the admissions of the gentleman from Indiana, that 
there was “ danger in the tainted gale,’’ and that 
the apprehensions of the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Ruert] were not ill-grounded. The 
object of the resolution seems now to be avowed 
to be, to further and sustain the cause of internal 
improvements by the General Government. But 
there are other objections to the resolution. I de- 
sire to call the attention of the House particularly 
to its phraseology. 2 questions touching the 
reculation of trade among the several States of the 
Union are to be given it in charge. Sir, I want 
no such committee in this House. When this 
committee shall become weary with the investiga- 
tion of the amount of wheat and corn, cotton and 
tobacco, &c., which the different States produce 
and exchange with each other, I ask, if we have 
not good cause to apprehend (judging of the future 
by the past) that they may Leone it ** their duty” 
to inquire into other matters which do not concern 
them, and which had better be let alene? It re- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cy. Congress had recognized the existence of war | been carried in some portions of the Union 


with Mexico, and, to prosecute it to “ aspeedy and 
successful termination,’ had made appropriations 
exceeding our ordinary revenues, ‘o meet the 
emergency, and provide for the expenses of the 
Government, a loan of twenty-three millions of dol- 
lars was authorized at the same session, which has 
since been negotiated. The practical effect of this 
bill, had it become a law, would have been to add 
the whole amount appropriated by it to the national 
debt. It would, in fact, have made necessary an ad- 
ditional loan to that amount, as effectually as if in 
terms it had required the Secretary of the Treasury 
to borrow the money therein appropriated; The 
main question in that aspect is, whether it is wise, 


while all the means and credit of the Government |! 


are needed to bring the existing war to ah honor- 
able close, to impair the one and endanger the 
other, by borrowing money to be expended in a 
system of internal improvements capable of an ex- 
pansion sufficient to swallow up the revenues not 


only of our own country, but of the civilized world? | 


It is to be apprehended that, by entering upon such 
a career at this moment, confidence, at home and 


abroad, in the wisdom and prudence of the Gov- | 
ernment, would be so far impaired as to make it || 
difficult, without an immediate resort to heavy | 


taxation, to maintain the public credit and to pre- 


serve the honor of the nation and the glory of our -|| 


arms in prosecuting the existing war to a successful 
conclusion. Had this bill become a law, it is easy to 


| foresee that largely increased demands upon the 


quires no gift of prophecy to foretell that there is | 


even now a black cloud lowering upon our politi- 
cal horizon—I hope I am understood, sir; [ say a 
black cloud—which is soon to burst, with more 
wind and thunder than anything else, I hope and 
believe; but yet with wind and thunder sufficient 
to distract this body and disturb the peace of the 
country; and I will not vote for any committee 
which may “ deem it their duty”’ to add wind and 
thunder to such a cloud. 

Mr. WOODWARD next obtained the floor. 

[A message was here received from the Presi- 


tary, James Knox Waker, Esq.] 

Ir. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, appealed to 
the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Woop- 
WARp] to yield the floor, to allow the message to 
be read, as he understood it related to the subject- 
matter now under consideration, 

Mr. WOODWARD complying with the re- 
quest— 


VETO OF THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, as 
follows: 


To the House of Representatives: 


On the last day of the last session of Congress, 


a bill, entitled “An act to provide for continuing 
certain works in the Territory of Wisconsin, and 


for other purposes,”’ which had passed both | 
Tlouses, was presented to me for my approval. I | 
entertained insuperable objections to its becoming | 

fort period of the session which | 


a law; but thes 
remained afforded me no sufficient opportunity to 
prepare my objections, and communicate them, 
with the bil, to the House of Representatives, in 
which it originated. For this reason, the bill was 
retained; and I deem it proper now to state my 
objections to it, 


‘Although, from the title of the bill, it would | 
seem that its main object was to make provision | 


for continuing certain works already commenced 


in the Territory of Wisconsin, it appears, on ex- | 
amination of its provisions, that it contains only | 


a single appropriation of six thousand dollars to 


be applied within that Territory, while it appro- | 
priates more than half a million of dollars for the | 


improvement of numerous harbors and rivers lymg 


within the limits and jurisdiction of several of the | 


States of the Union. 


At the preceding session of Congress, it became | 


my duty to return, with my objections, to the 


House in which it originated, a bill making simi- | 


Jar appropriations, and involving like principles; 
and the views then expressed remain unchanged. 

The circumstances under which this heavy ex- 

enditure of public money was proposed were of 


. | 
treasury would have been made at each succeeding 
session of Congress, for the improvement of numer- 


ous other harbors, bays, inlets, and rivers, of equal 
importance with those embraced by its provisions. 
Many millions would probably have been added 


_ to the necessary amount of the war debt, the annual 


interest on which mustalso have been borrowed, 


and finally a permanent national debt been fastened 


on the country and entailed on posterity. 

The policy of embarking the Federal Govern- 
ment in a general system of internal improvements 
had its origin but little more than twenty years 
ago. Inavery few years the applications to Con- 
gress for appropriations in furtherance of such ob- 


| jects exceeded two hundred millions of dollars. In 
dent of the United States, by hie Private Secre- | 


this alarming crisis, President Jackson refused to 
approve and sign the Maysville road bill, the Wa- 


_ bash river bill, and other bills of similar character. 
| His interposition put a check upon the new policy 
_of throwing the cost of local improvements upon 


the national treasury, preserved the revenues of 


the nation for their legitimase objects, by which 


he was enabled to extinguish the then existing 
public debt, and to present to an admiring world 


_ the unprecedented spectacle, in modern times, of a 


nation free from debt, and advancing to greatness 
with unequalled strides, undera Government which 


| was content to act within its appropriate sphere in 
| protecting the States and individuals in their own 


_chosen career of improvement and of enterprise. 


Although the bill under consideration proposes no 


| appropriation for a road or canal, it is not easy to 


| 
1 
it 


t 


} 


| 


| perceive the difference in principle or mischievous 


tendency between appropriations for making roads 
and digging canals, and appropriations to deepen 
rivers and improve harbors. All are alike within 
the limits and jurisdiction of the States, and rivers 
and harbors alone open an abyss of expenditure 
sufficient to swallow up the wealth of the nation, 


'' and load it with a debt which may fetter its ener- 


gies and tax its industry for ages to come. 

The experience of several of the States, as well 
as that of the United States, during the period that 
Congress exercised the power of appropriating the 
public money for internal improvements, is full of 
eloquent warnings. It seems impossible, in the 
nature of the subject, as connected with local rep- 
resentation, that the several objects presented for 
improvement shall be weighed according to their 
respective merits, and appropriations confined to 
those whose importance would justify a tax on the 
whole community to effect their accomplishment. 

In some of the States, systems of internal im- 
provements have been projectod, consisting of 
roads and canals, many of which, taken separate- 
ly, were not of sufficient public importance to justi- 
fy a tax on the entire population of the State to 
effect their construction; and yet, by a combina- 
tion of local interests, operating on a majority of 
the legislature, the whole have been authorized, 
and the States plunged into heavy debts. To an 


imposing Weight in determining upon its expedien- \| extent so ruinous has this system -of fegislation 














Dec. 15, 


| . that 
|| the people have found it necessary to their own 


safety and prosperity to forbid their legislatures 
by constitutional restrictions, to contract public 
debts for such purpgses without their immediate 
| consent. 

If the abuse of power has been so fatal in the 
States where the systems of taxation are direct 
and the representatives responsible at short pe- 
riods to small masses of constituents, how much 
greater danger of abuse is to be apprehended jy 
the General Gevernment, whose revenues are 
raised by indirect taxation, and whose function. 
| aries are responsible to the people in larger masses 
and for longer terms? 

Regarding only objects of improvement of the 
| nature of those embraced in this bill, how inex. 
_ haustible we shall find them. Let the imagination 
run along our coast, from the river St. Croix to 
the Rio Grande, and trace every river emptying 
into the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico to its source: 
let it coast along our lakes, and ascend all their 
tributaries; let it pass to Oregon, and explore all 
its bays; inlets, and streams; and then let it raise 
the curtain of the future, and contemplate the ex. 
tent of this Republic, and the objects of improve- 
ment it will embrace, as it advances to its high 
| destiny, and the mind will be startled at the im- 
|| mensity and danger of the power which the prin- 
| ciple of this bill involves. 

1 Already our Confederacy consists of twenty- 
nine States. Other States may at no distant period 
be expected to be formed on the west of our pres- 
ent settlements. We own an extensive country 
| in Oregon, stretching many hundreds of miles 
from east to west, and seven degrees of latitude 
| from south to north. By the admission of Texas 
| into the Union, we have recently added many hun- 
|| dreds of miles to our seacoast. In all this vast 
country, bordering on the Atlantic and Pacific, 
there are many thousands of bays, inlets, and 
| rivers, equally entitled to appropriations for their 
o_o with the objects embraced in this 








bil 
We have seen in our States that the interests of 
| individuals or neighborhoods, combining against 
the general interest, have involved their govern- 
ments in debts and bankruptcy; and when the 
system prevailed in the General Government, and 
was checked by President Jackson, it had begun 
to be considered the highest merit in a member of 
Congress to be able to procure appropriations of 
public money to be expended within his dis- 
trict or State, whatever might be the object. We 
should be blind to the experience of the past if we 
| did not see abundant evidences that, if this system 
| of expenditure is to be indulged in, combinations 
+ of individual and local interests will be found strong 











enough to control legislation, absorb the revenues 
of the country, and plunge the Government into a 
hopeless indebtedness. 

Nhat is denominated a harbor by this system 
does not necessarily mean a bay, inlet, or arm of 
the sea on the ocean or on our Jake shores, on the 
margin of which may exist a commercial city or 
| town engaged in foreign or domestic trade; but is 

made to embrace waters where there is not only 
no such city or town, but no commerce of any 
kind. By it a bay or sheet of shoal water is called 
a harbor, and appropriations demanded from Con- 
gress to deepen it, with a view to draw commerce 
to it, or to enable individuals to build up a town 
or city on its margin, upon speculation, and for 
their own private advantage. 

What is denominated a river, which may be im- 

proved, in the system, is equally undefined in its 
| meaning. It may be the Mississippi, or it may 
| be the smallest and most obscure and unimportant 
| stream bearing the name of river which is to be 








found in any State in the Union. 

Such a system is subject, moreover, to be per- 
verted to the accomplishment of the worst of poli- 
tical purposes. Durize the few years it was in 
full operation, and which immediately preceded 
the veto of President Jackson of the Maysville 
road bill, instances were numerous of public men 
seeking to gain popular favor by holding out to 
the people interested in particular localities the 
promise of large disbursements of public money. 
Numerous recbnnoissances and surveys were mace 
during that period for roads and canals through 
many parts of the Union, and the people in the 
vicinity of each were led to believe that their prop 
erty would be enhanced in value, and they *&<¢i- 
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selves be enriched by the large expenditures which 
they were promised by the advocates of the sys- 
tem should be made from the Federal treasury in 
their neighborhood. Whole sections of the coun- 
try were thus sought to be influenced, and the 
system was fast becoming one not only of profuse 
and wasteful expendituré, but a potent political 
engine. 3 : 

If the power to improve a harbor be admitted, 
it is not easy to perceive how the power to deepen 
every inlet on the ocean or the lakes, and make 
harbors where there dre none, can be denied. If 
the power to clear out or deepen the channel of | 
rivers near their mouths be admitted, it is not easy | 
to perceive how the power to improve them to 
their fountain head, and make them navigable to 
their sources, can be denied. Where shall the 
exercise of the power, if it be assumed, stop? Has 
Congress the power, when an inlet is deep enough 
to admit a schooner, to deepen it still more so, that 
jt will admit ships of heavy burden? and has it | 
not the power, when an inlet will admit a boat, to 
make it deep enough to admit a schooner? May 
it improve rivers deep enough already to float ships | 
and steamboats? and has it no power to improve | 
those which are navigable only for flat-boats and 
barges? May the General Government exercise 
power and jurisdiction over the soil of a State con- 
sisting of rocks and sand-bars in the beds of its 
rivers? and may it not excavate a canal around its 
waterfalls or across its lands for precisely the same | 
object? 

Giving to the subject the most serious and can- 
did consideration of which my mind is capable, I | 
cannot perceive any intermediate grounds. ‘The 
power to improve harbors and rivers for purposes | 
of navigation, by deepening or clearing out, by | 
dams and sluices, by locking or canalling, must | 
be admitted without any other limitation than the 
discretion of Congress, or it must be denied alto- 
gether. If it be admitted, how broad and how | 


vested in the General Government! 
an inlet of the ocean or the lakes, not a river, | 
creek, or streamlet within the States, which is not 

| 


There is not | 


brought for this purpose within the power and ju- 
risdiction of the General Government. 
Speculation, disguised under the cloak of pub- | 
lic good, will call on Congress to deepen shallow 
inlets, that it may build up new cities on their | 
shores, or to make streams navigable which Na- 
ture has closed by bars and rapids, that it may 
sell at a profit its lands upon their banks. To en- | 
rich neighborhoods by spending within it the | 
moneys of the nation will be the aim and boast of | 
those who prize their local interests above the | 
good of the nation, and millions upon millions 


earnings of the whole people to foster speculation 
and subserve the objects of private ambition. 
Such a system could not be administered with | 
any approach to equality among the several States | 
and sections of the Union, There is no equality | 
among them in the objects of expenditure, and, if | 
the funds were distributed according to the merits | 
of those objects, some would be enriched at the | 
expense of their neighbors. But a greaterypracti- 
cal evil would be found in the art and industry by 
which appropriations would be sought and ob- 
tained. The most artful and industrious would 
be the most successful; the true interests of the 
country would be lost sight of in an aisnual scram- | 
ble for the contents of {he treasury; and the mem- | 
ber of Congress who could ‘papcace the largest ap- 
propriations to be expended in his district would 
claim the reward of victory from his enriched | 





and among them the support of seamen. 


ie 


|| their consent to those acts. 
will be abstracted by tari{’s and taxes from the | 


without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of 
tonnage.’? With the “ conseat’’ of Congress, such 
duties may be levied, collected, and expended by 
the States. We are not left in the dark as to 
the objects of this reservation of power to the 
States. The subject was fully considered by the 
convention that framed the Constitution. It ap- 
pears, in Mr. Madison’s report of the proceedings 
of that body, that one object of the reservation was, 


| that the States should not be restrained from Jay- 


ing duties of tonnage for the purpose of clearing 
harbors. Other objects were named in the debates, 
Mr. 


| Madison, treating on this subject in the Federalist, 


declares that— 


. 

* The restraint on the power of the States over imports 
and exports is enforced by all the arguments which prove 
the necessity of submitting the reguiation of trade to the 
Federal Councils. It is needless, therefore, to remark fur- 
ther on this bead, than that the manner in which the re- 

| straint is qualified seems well calculated at once to secure 
to the States a reasonable discretion in providing for the 
conveniency of their imports and exports, and to the United 
States a reasonable check against the abuse of this discre- 
tion.”’ 

The States may lay tonnage duties for clearing 
harbors, improving rivers, or for other purposes; 
| butare restrained from abusing the power, because, 

before such duties can take effect, the ** consent”’ 


| of Congress must be obtained. Here is a safe 
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provision for the improvement of harbors and | 


rivers in the reserved powers of the States, and in 
the aid they may derive from duties of tonnage 
levied with the consent of Congress. Its sate- 


Congress have to concur in the act of raising the 


upon the commerce of those ports which are to 
| profit by the proposed improvement; that no ques- 
tion of conflicting power or jurisdiction is involved; 


|, that the expenditure being in the hands of those 


such a system will carry with it no enlargement of 
| Federal power and patronage, and leave the States 


gress upon any abuse of the power which the 
| States may attempt. 

Under this wise system, the improvement of 
| harbors and rivers was commenced, or rather con- 
| tinued, from the organization of the Government 
| under the present Constitution. Many acts were 
| passed by the several States levying duties of ton- 
nage, and many were passed by Congress giving 


| 


passed by Massachusetis, Rhode Island, Pennsyl- 
| vania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 


| Carolina, and Georgia, and have been sanctioned | 


| by the consent of Congress. Without enumera- 
| ting them all, it may be instructive to refer to some 


|} of them, as illustrative of the mode of improving 


| harbors and rivers in the early periods of our Gov- 
ermment, as to the constitutionality of which there 
can be no doubt. 


| In January, 1790, the State of Rhode Island ! 


, passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels 


guards are, that both the State Legislatures and | 


| 
| 


to be the sole judges of their own wants and in- | 
|| terests, with. only a conservative negative in Con- | 


| of the harbor-master and healt 
| of Savannah and St. Mary’s.”’ 


81 


sels, for ‘* improving the navigation of Appomatox 
river, from Pocahontas bridge to Broadway.”’ 

In November, 1821, the State of North Carolina 
passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, 
‘for the purpose of opening an inlet at the lower 
end of Albemarle Sound, near a place called Nag’s 
Head, and improving the navigation of said Sound, 
with its branches;’’ and in November, 1828, an 
amendatory law was passed. 

On the 2ist of Decembtr, 1804, the State of South 
Carolina passed a law levying a tonnage duty, for 
the purpose of “ building a marine hospital in the 
vicinity of Charleston;”’ and on the 17th of Decem- 
ber, 1816, another law was passed by the Legisla- 
ture of that State forthe ‘*maintenance of a marine 
hospital.’’ 

On the 10th of February, 1787, the State of Geor- 
gia passed alaw levying a tonnage duty on all ves- 
sels entering into the port of Savannah, for the 
purpose of ‘‘clearing’’ the Savannah river of 
“wrecks and other obstructions’’ to the navigation. 

On the 12th of December, 1804, the State of 
Georgia passed a law levying a tonnage duty on 
vessels, ‘to be applied to the payment of the fees 

I officer of the ports 





In April, 1783, the State of Maryland passed a 
law laying a tonnage duty on vessels, for the im- 


| provement of the * basin” and * harbor” of Balti- 


funds; that they are, in every instance, to be levied || 


more and the ‘river Patapsco.’’ 
On the 26th of December, 1791, the State of 


, Maryland passed a law levying a tonnage duty on 


vessels, for the improvement of the *“*harbor and 
port of Baltimore.” 

Un the 28th of December, 1793, the State of 
Maryland passed a Jaw authorizing the appoint- 
ment of a health officer for the port of Balumore, 
and laying a tonnage duty on vessels to defray the 


} expenses. 
who are to pay the money and be immediately | 
| benefited, will be more carefully managed and \ 
susceptible of enormous abuses is the power thus || more productive of good than if the funds were || 

d || drawn from the national treasury and disbursed | 


by the officers of the General Government; that | 


Congress have passed many acts giving its ** con- 
sent” tothese and other State laws, the first of 
which is dated in 1790, and the last in 1843. By the 
latter act, the ** consent’’ of Congress was given to 
the law of the Legislature of the State of Maryland, 
laying a tonnage duty on vessels for the improve- 


| ment of the harbor of Baltimore, and continuing it 


in force until the Ist day of June, 1850. I trans- 
mit herewith copies of such of the acts of the Le- 
gislatures of the States on the subject, and also the 


| acts of Congress giving its ‘* consent’’ thereto, as 


have been. collated. 


That the power was constitutionally and right- 


fully exercised in these cases does not admit of a 
doubt. 


The injustice and inequality resui:ing from con- 


; | ceding the power to both Governments, is illustra- 
Such acts have been || 


ted by several of the acts enumerated, Take that 


|| for the improvement of the harbor of Baltimore. 
_ That improvement is paid for exclusively by a 
| tax on the commerce of that city; but if an appro- 


} 
| 


| of Baltimore. 


i 
} 


|| arriving in the port of Providence, * for the pur- |, 
se of clearing and deepening the channel of || 


ovidence river, and making the same more navi- |, 


gable.”’ 


chusetis 
| all vessels, whether employed in the foreign or 
| coasting trade, which might enter into the 


priation be made from the national treasury for 
the engrenemens of the harbor of Boston, it must 
be paid in part out of taxes levied on the commerce 
The result is, that the commerce of 
Baltimore pays the full cost of the harbor improve- 
ment designed for its own benefit, and, in addition, 
contributes to the cost of all other harbor and river 
improvements in the Union, The facts need but 
be stated to prove the inequality and injustice 
which cannot but flow from the practice embodied 
in this bill, Either the subject should be leit as it 


| was during the first third of a century, or the prac- 
On the 2d of February, 1798, the State of Massa- | 


ed a law levying a tonnage duty on |, 


tuce of levying tonnage duties by the States should 
be abandoned altogether, and all harbor and river 
improvements made under the authority of the 


enne- |, United States, and by means of direct appropri- 


; : ppre 
constituents. ‘The necessary consequence would || bunk river, for the improvement of the same, by || ations. In view not only of the constitutional 


be, sectional discontents and heartburnings, in- 
creased taxation, and a national debt, never to be | 
extinguished. 


| ‘rendering the 
| less difficult and dangerous.”’ 


| On the Ist of April, 1805, the State of Pennsyl- 


| 


sage in and out of said river || difficulty, but as a question of polic 


} 
| 


alt y: I am clearly 
of opinion that the whole subject should be left io 


the States, aided by such tonnage duties on ves- 


In view of these portentous consequences, I can- || vania passed a law levying a tonnage duty on ves- || sels navigating their waters as their respective Le- 


not but think that this course of legislation should 


be arrested, even were there nothing to forbid it in | 


the fundamental laws of our Union. This conclu- | 
sion is fortified by the fact, that the Constitution 
itself indicates a process by which harbors and riv- 
ers within the States may be improved—a 





-@ process 
not susceptible of the abuses necessarily to flow || 


from the assumption of the power to improve them 
by the General Government; just in. its operation, 
and actually practised upon, without complaint or 
interruption, during more than thirty years from 
organization of the present Government. 


The Constitution provides that ‘ no State shall, 


| On the 23d of January, 1804, the State of Vir- |, 
| ginia passed a jaw levying a tonnage duty on || reason 





| sels, ‘* to remove the obstructions to the a 
| of the river Delaware, below the city of Phi 
| phia.” 


| vessels, ‘‘ for improving the navigation of James 
river.” 
On the 22d of February, 1826, the State of Vir- 


| 





tion || gislatures may think proper to propose, and Con- 
adel- gress see fit to sanction. 


This ‘* consent’’ of Con- 
gress would never be refused in any case where 
the aay proposed to, be levied by the State was 

le, and where the object of improvement 
was one of importance. The funds required for 
the improvement of harbors and rivers may be 


, raised in this mode, as was done in the earlier pe- 


ninia passed a law levying a tonnage duty on ves- || riods of the Government, and thus avoid a resort 


sels, for ‘* improving the navigation of James river, 
from Warwick to Rockett’s Landing.’’ 


On the 8th of December, 1824, the State of Vir- 


‘ 


} 


ly 


; 


! 


to a strained construction of the Constitution, not 
warranted by its letter. If direct cere 
be made of the money in the Federal treasury for 


ginia passed a law levying a tonnage duty on ves- |) such purposes, the expenditures will be unequal 


hr gh ited 
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and unjust. The money in the Federal treasury 
is paid by a tax on the whole people of the United 
States, and if applied to the purposes of improving 
harbors and rivers, it will be partially distributed, 
aud be expended for the advantage of particular 
States, sections, or localities, at the expense of 
others. 

sy returning to the early and approved con- 
struction of the Constitution, and to the practice 
under it, this inequality and injustice will be 
avoided, and, at the same time, all the really im- 
portant injprovements be made, and, as our expe- 
rience has proved, be better made, and at less cost, 
than they would be by the agency of officers of 
the United States. The interests benefited by 
these improvements, too, would bear the cost of 
making them, upon the same principle that the 
expenses of the Post Office establishment have 
always been defrayed by those who derive benefits 
from it. ‘Thé power of appropriating money from 
the treasury forsuch improvements was not claimed 
or exercised for more than thirty years after the 
organization of the Government in 1789, when a 
latitudinous construction was indicated, 
though it was not broadly asserted and exercised 
until 1825. Small appropriations were first made 
in 1820 and 1821 for surveys. An act was made 
on the 3d of March, 1823, authorizing the Presi- 
dent to cause an “examination and survey to be 
‘made of the obstructions between the harbor of 
* GHoucester and the harbor of Squam, in the State 
‘of Massachusetts,’’ and of ‘‘ the entrance of the 
‘harbor of the port of Presque Isle, in Pennsy!- 
* vania,’’ with a view to their removal, and a small 
appropriation was made to pay the necessary ex- 
penses. ‘This appears to have been the commence- 
ment of harbor improvements by Congress, thirty- 
four years after the Government went Into opera- 
tion under the present Constitution, On the 30th 
of April, 1824, an act was passed making an ap- 
propriation of thirty thousand dollars, and direct- 
ing “surveys and estimates to be made of the 
routes of such roads and canals’’ as the President 
‘* may deem of national importance, in a commer- 
cial or military point of view, ow necessary for the 
transportation of the mails.’? This act evidently 
looked to the adoption of a general system of 
internal imprevements, to embrace roads and ca- 
nals as well as harbors and rivers. On the 26th 
May, 1824, an act was passed making appropria- 
tious for ** deepening the channel leading into the 
‘harbor of Presque Isle, in the State of Pennsyl- 
‘ vania,”’ and to “repair Plymouth Beach, in the 
‘State of Massachusetts, and thereby prevent the 
‘harbor at that place from being destroyed.” 

President Monroe yielded his approval to these 
measures, though he entertained, and had, in a 
message to the House of Representatives on the 
4th of May, 1822, expressed, the opinion that the 
Constitution had not conferred upon Congress the 
power to * adopt and execute a system of internal 
improvements.” Ile placed his approval upon 
the ground, not that Congress possessed the power 
to “adopt and execute” such a system by virtue 
of any or all of the enumerated grants of power 
in the Constitution, but upon the assumption that 
the power to make appropriations of the public 
money was limited and restrained only by the dis- 
cretion of Congress. In coming to this conclusion, 
he avowed that, ‘*in the more early stage of the 
Government,”’ he had entertained a different opin- 
ion. He avowed that his first opinion had been, 
that, ‘as the National Government is a Govern- 
‘ment of limited powers, it has no right to expend 
‘money except in the performance of acts autho- 


more 


‘rized by the other specific grants, according to a || 


‘ strict construction of their powers;”’ and that the 
power to make appropriations gave to Congress no 


discretionary authority to apply the public money to | 


any other purposes or objects except to “carry 
into effect the powers contained in the othergrants. ”’ 
These sound views, which Mr. Monroe entertain- 


ed “in the early stage of the Government,”’ he 


gave up in 1822, and declared that— 


“The right of appropriation is nothing more than a right 
to apply the public money to this or that purpose. It has no 
incidental power, nor does it draw after it any consequences 
of that kind. Alt that Congress could do under it, in the 
case of internal inprovements, would be to appropriate the 
money necessary to make them. For any act requiring 
legislative sanction or support, the State authority must be 
relied on. The condemnation of the land, if the propri- 
etors should refuse to sell it, the establishment of turnpikes 
and tolis,and the protection of the work when finished, must 
be done by the State. To these purposes the powers of the 
General Government are believed to be utterly incompetent.” 
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But it is impossible to conceive on what prin- | sition to bring all rivers in any degree navigable 


— the power of appropriating public money | 
when in the treasury can be construed to extend | 
to objects for which the Constitution does not au- | 
thorize Congress to levy taxes or imposts to raise 
money. The power of appropriation is but the 
consequence of the power to raise money; and the | 
true inquiry is, whether Congress has the right to 
levy taxes for the object over which power is 
claimed. 

During the four succeeding years embraced by | 
the administration of President Adams, the power | 
not only to appropriate money, but to apply it, 
under the direction and authority of the Gesterel 
Government, as well to the construction of roads 
as to the improvement of harbors and rivers, was 
fully asserted and exercised. 

Among other acts assuming the power, was one 
passed on the twentieth of May, 1826, entitled 
**An act for improving certain harbors and the 
‘navigation of certain rivers and creeks, and for 
‘authorizing surveys to be made of certain bays, 
‘sounds, and rivers therein mentioned.”” By that | 
act, large appropriations were made, which were 


tobe * applied, under the direction of the Presi- | 


dent of the United States,’’ to numerous improve- || 


ments in ten of the States. This act, passed | 


thirty-seven years after the organization of the || 


present Government, contained the first appropri- 
ation ever made for the improvement of a navi- 


gable river, unless it be small appropriations for || 


examinations and surveys in 1820. During the | 
residue of that administration, many other ap- | 
propriations of a similar character were made, 
embracing roads, rivers, harbors, and canals, and 
objects claiming the aid of Congress multiplied 
without number. 

‘This was the first breach effected in the barrier 
which the univeral opinion of the framers of the 
Constitution had for more than thirty years thrown 
in the way of the assumption of this power by 
Congress. 


money for an object and the right to apply and ex- 
pend it without the embarrassment and delay of 


applications to the State governments. Probably no | 


instance occurred in which such an application was 
made, and the flood-gates being thus hoisted, the 


| 
} 


| such a system, nor can the States be relieved from 


The general mind of Congress and the || 
country did not appreciate the distinction taken by | 
President Monroe between the right to appropriate | 


within the control of the General Government 
But an immense field for expending the public 
money and increasing the power and patronage of 
this Government was left open in the concession of 


| even a limited power of Congress to improve har- 


bors and rivers—a field which millions will not 
fertilize to the satisfaction of those local and specu- 


| lating interests by which these projects are in gen- 


eral gotten up. There cannot be a just and equal 
distribution of public burdens and benefits under 


the danger of fatal encroachment, nor the United 
States from the equal danger of consolidation 
otherwise than by an arrest of the system, anda 
return to the doctrines and practices which pre- 
vailed during the first thirty years of the Govern. 
ment. 

How forcibly does the history of this subject 
illustrate the tendency of power to concentration 

/ in the hands of the General Government. The 
power to improve their own harbors and rivers 
| was clearly reserved to the States, who were to be 


| aided by tonnage duties levied and collected by 


| themselves, with the consent of Congress, For 
| thirty-four years improvements were carried on 
under that system, and so careful was Congress 
not to interfere, under any implied power, with 
| the soil or jurisdiction of the States, that they did 
| not even assume the power to erect light-houses or 
build piers without first purchasing the ground, with 
the consent of the States, and obtaining jurisdiction 
_overit. At length, after the lapse of thirty-three 

years, an actis passed providing for the examina- 
tion of certain obstructions at the mouth of one or 
two harbors almost unknown. It is followed by 
acts making small appropriations for the removal 
of those obstructions. The obstacles interposed 
| by President Monroe, after conceding the power 

to appropriate, were soon swept away. Congress 
| virtually assumed jurisdiction of the soil and 
| waters of the States, without their consent, for the 
purposes of internal improvement; and the eyes of 

eager millions were turned from the State Govern- 


‘| ments to Congress as the fountain whose golden 


| 

| streams were to deepen their harbors and rivers, 
| level their mountains, and fill their valleys with 
canals. To what consequences this assumption 
| of power was rapidly leading, is shown by the veto 


principle laid down by him was disregarded, and || messages of President Jackson; and to what end 


applications for aid from the treasury, virtually 


|| it is again tending, is witnessed by the provisions 


_ to make harbors as well as improve them, clear out |! of this bill, and bills of similar character. 





rivers, cut canals, and construct reads, poured into 
Congress in torrents, until arrested by the veto of 
President Jackson. His veto of the Maysville 
road bill was followed up by his refusal to sign 


the **Act making appropriations for building light- || 
| houses, lightboats, beacons, and monuments, pla- 
cing buoys, improving harbors, and directing || 
surveys;” ** An act authorizing subscription for | 


stock in the Louisville and Portland Canal Com- 
pany; *‘An act for the improvement of Certain 


harbors and the navigation of certain rivers;” and | 


fiinally, *‘An act to impose the navigation of the 


Wabash river.” In his objections to the act last | 


named he says: 


|  * The desire to embark the Federal Government in works | 
of internal improvement prevailed, in the highest degree, | 
| during the first session of the first Congress that I ha 


honor to meetin my present situation. When the bill au- 
thorizing a subscription on the part of the United States for 


| stock in the Maysville and Lexington Turnpike Company 


passed the two Houses, there had been reported by the Com- 
mittees on Internal Improvements bills containing appro- 


| priations for such objecis, exclusive of those for the Cum- 


berland road, and for harbors and light-houses, to the 
amount of about one hundred and six millions of dollars. 
In this amount was included authority to the Secretary of 
the Treasury to subscribe for the stock of different compa- 
nies to a great extent, and the residue was principally for 


' the direct construction of roads by this Government. In 


addition to these projects, which have been presented to 


the | 


In the proceedings and debates of the General 
| Convention which formed the Constitution, and of 
|| the State Conventions which adopted it, nothing 
|| is found to countenance the idea that the one in- 
|| tended to propose, or the others to concede, such 
|| a grant of power to the General Government as the 
|| building up and maintaining of a system of inter- 
| nal improvements within the States necessarily 
_ implies. Whatever the General Government may 
| constitutionally create, it may lawfully protect. 
| If it may make a road upon the soil of the States, 
it may protect it from destruction or injury by 

nal laws. So of canals, rivers, and harbors. [f 
| at may puta dam in a river, it may protect that dam 
from removal or injury, in direet opposition to the 
_ laws, authorities, and people of the State in which 
| it is situated. If it may deepen a harbor, it may, 
1 by its own laws, protect its agents and contractors 

from being driven from their work, even by the 
| laws and authorities of the State. The power to 
| make a road or canal, or to dig up the bottom of a 
| harbor or river, impliesea right in the soil of the 
| State, and a jurisdiction over it, for which it would 


be impossible to find any warrant. P 

| The States were particularly jealous of conceding 
|| to the General Government any right of jurisdic- 
|| tion over their soil, and in the Constitution restrict 


the two Houses under the sanction and recommendation of || ed the exclusive legislation of Congress to such 
|| their respective Committees on Internal Improvements, 


| there were then still pening before the committees, and in 


memorials to Congress, presented but not referred, different 


| projects for works of a similar character, the expense of | 


which cannot be estimated with certainty, but must have 
exceeded one hundred millions of dollars.’’ 


Thus, within the brief period of less than ten 


| years after the commencement of internal improve- 


ments by the General Government, the sum asked 


|| places as might be ** purchased with the consent of 
* the States in which the same shall be, for the erec- 
‘tion of forts, magazines, dock-yards, and other 
‘needful buildings.” That the United States should 
be prohibited from purchasing lands within the 
'| States, without their consent, even for the most 
'| essential purposes of national defence, while left at 
| liberty to purchase or seize them for roads, canals, 


for from the treasury for various projects amount- |! and other improvements of immeasurably less im- 
ed to more than two hundred millions of dollars. || portance, is not to be conceived. . 
President Jackson’s powerful and disinterested ap- || A proposition was made in the Convention to 
peals to his country appear to have put down for- || provide for the appointment of a * Secretary 
ever the assumption of power to make roads and cut | mestic Affairs,’? and make it his duty, among 
canals, and to have checked the prevalent dispo- |! other things, “to attend to the opening of 





